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Tnev've Recenseo
ONE SiNGLe oN
STORTBERT REcoRp
UNDER THE Name of
'THE LICKS cAaLLeD
1970's Nave ceen MAoE
N HONG KONG ™

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELFS ¢ < INTERVEW DY : A, BREUNAM
Pr el i Ll ¥ D.FISCHER
WHAT ABOUT YOUR MUSIC ? - C. NiCtrimg -
We dont belong to any catergdry. ; Phovo's nLe.
wOULD YOU SAY ITS POLITICAL ?

No.

WELLIS THERE A MESSAGE IN THE SONGS ?

Yeah,but there all different theres nothing like Crass where they sing about

one Lning.

WHO WAS IN THE GROUP IN THE BEGINNING ?

Righi in the beginning,me(Colin).We never used Lo nave a bass player rignt so

he (Derrick) used to come round and sleep when we were doing rehersals.He used
to go to sleep on the Bed but i said,"Come on Derrick why don't you come and
play bass for us," but he said its a moromns job.

Look who's doing it now.

DO YOU BELIEVE IN ANARCHY?2

No

What about the silicon chips.

No

I'11 go home now themzWell what about '"The Bogner regis boys in blue",

YOU SAID IN AN OLD INTERVIEW THAT ANARCHY'WAS REALLY GOOD.

e No its impossible isnt it.

eFes® ' he problem with anarchy is that there'll always be some one wno'll come along
and fuck it upe.

Most anarchists are in it to destroy the system and if you destroy the sysiem
then you have to make up a new one within the sysiem,

People who call themselves anarchists,I'd like to know now many buildings they've
blown up recently.lf there was anarcny all the people around ten would get killed
in the rush,get run over,

ARE YOU STILL AGAINST R.A.R.?

Yeah,

Very much so.

THere a bunch of wankers they're just stirring it all up.we'd forgotten about Naz
untill they came and said antie Nazis and everyihing.How would you like it it peo-
le came up to you and said,"Oh yes,we're here to help you".

WHAT SONGS ARE YOU GOING TO HAVE ON THE CRASS E.P.?

NHone. :

You had coloured vynil and see-through vynil now your gonna nave blank vynil.,

DO YOU RECKON CRASS ARE RICH?

Oh yeah.,

well not really cos all tne money they make they spend on producing records and
things.

O€%T,c1] the new double album right, they wanted it out on Small Wonder records but
they would'nt allow it so they stuck it on their own label s0 now they%tre getting
big through themselves.lhey don't waste it.

$0® [ nhey've got a .rarmhouse for £9H a week.

& une of tihe Iamllys they're related to is rich,
RekTLs mot pheir fault if they're rich,
WHAT DO YOU .THINK OF CRASS BECAUSE YOU. DONT THINK ANARCHY WILL WORK?
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Sid They're good at doing
what they think,
Its up Lo people whatr
they want to believe,
WHAT DO YOU WANY?
&si I've never sat down and
thought about it.
DO YOU RECKON YOU'LL STAY
TOGETHER OR ARE YOU JUST
DOING IT FOR A LAUGH?
"“‘We'll have to see what
-happens,
(o‘ If this record goes alrigh
You mighi see us on"Top
of the pops". :
DO YOU SEE YOURSELVES
PACKING UP ALL YOUR MUSIC
AND GETTING A JOB? ;
We've all got jobs except §
those . Lmo .

Col

They always think groups are on the dole.

I'm a qualified cook.l could get a job just like that,
I'm a telex operator.Derek works for the S.S.(Social Securii
Lo yavy

Yeah,

Do you really prosicute people?

Yeah, !

You sent some blokes round my house once,

1 told you before they fucking got there, |

WHO WRITES YOUR MUSIC?

We find it in the streets.
Y0U MEAN YOU PICK IT UP OF OTHER GROUPS

No. ; *
Well I write the lyrics as well as Sid and Derek and the music i
HAVE YOU BEEN AT A GIG WITH VIOLENCE?

Yeah but we usually start it ourselves,

DO YOU BELIEVE IT WHEN PEOFLE START TALKING ABOUT SELLING OUT?
Yeah.You don't need big companies.You hear about vrass,

Big companies fuck you about.

* * .
AFTER THE INTERVIm% WE HAD A TALK WIYTH DEREK AND THES IS WHAT HE HAD TO SAY.....
Crass first came here two and a half years age and we heard them and we thaught
they were a load of shit.After the gig I went round to them and told them they
were a load or facistsy,which was a bit of a stupid thing to do.You see they were
dressed in black like tney are now and they looked very military,Atter a while
we got to like them a lot and were supposed to do the Sionehenge restival with -
them and il took us eight or nine hours to get up there and when we arrived they
were too tierd and did'nt want to play.we did so ithere was a bit or a tuck up.,

fl 'nen we did another gig and tnere was a bit o1 a bundle.lhe guitarist and the

drummer didn't want to play but we did so there was trouble in the group and we
told them to~piss oif,well thats not true,they left.So now we got Sid and Anarchy
Bot because ithey can play but because they're males.dnyway, ihere was this thing

@going about called Storbbeat Records and we used to io g0 round slagging them of

because they were sort oz eliiist,They had their nad their own badges,Storebeat

§ badges.So when we 1ound out we couldn't get our own singles out so easily we

Went to inem.ihe day before we signed the coniract €rass rang us up but we had
it all aranged with Storebeat Kecords on a two year contract which a lot ot
people said we shouldn't have done.Anyway,we released a single which wasn't too
good and we sold the royalties Lo .he record company tor I5Opounds which was a
stupid thing to do because we would have got I5 or Ib pounds eachn time it got
played on the radio. :




a.B.:w0 YOU BELIEVE WITH

ALL THE ANARCHY S1UFF?

RAB: DON'T KNOW WHAT ITS
ABOUT.
AB: ARENT YOU INTERESTED
IN POLITICS?
ANDY:IN OUR OWN SPHERE OF
LIFE?BUT ANARCHY,FUCKING
HELL.WE DONT+ANYTHING LIKH
THAT. UNBERS TAND
KELLY:ALL DEPENDS WHAT YOU
MEAN BY ANARCHY LIKE?
HEBrhcsvesnsn
KELLY:YOU WALK OUT ON- THE
STREET AND- YOU KNOW PEOPLE

DONT GIVE A FUCK ABOUT YOU.

AB:WELL CRASS LIVE AMONGST PEOPLE THEY LIKE,THEY WORK FOk ANOTHEER,

ANDY YOU HAVE TO HAVE THE MCNEY TO LIVE LIKL THAL';ITS ALRIGHT IF YOU HAVE THE

MONEY.I DONT HAVE THE MONEY TO LIVE ON A FARM IN EPPING....IF YOU AINT GOT THE

MONEY YOU CANT LIVE LIKE THAT. -

AB:IF YOU HAD iHE MONEY WOULD YOU LIVE LIKE 'I'HAT2?

ABDY:LIVE WITH THE PEOPLE I LIKED?YES.DC YOU MEAN LOTS OF MONEY?

AB:NOT NECESSARILY LOTS OF MONEY?BUT ENOUGH TO DO IT.

KELLY:IF THERE WAS ANARCHY YOU WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO CATCH A TRAIN UP HERE OR USE

YOUR TAPERECORDER.,

ANDY:wHO'D WANT TO WORK IN THE ELECTRICITY WORKS°

KELLY:I1S ALRIGHT 1IN THECRY BUT 11 WOULD BE A REAL FUCK UP 1N REAL LIFE

AB:WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT ROCK AGAINST RACISM?

KELLY:THATS THE SAME THING.,

NICK:ITS A GOOD IDEA BUT IT DOESN'T WORK7LIKE THERE WAS THAY BIG ONE WITH THE

CLASH AND THAT BUT THERE WkkE NO BLACKS?THERE NERé ALL WHITES,I! AIN'T GONNA

WORK IF BLACKS AIN'1 GONNA WORK.

ANDY:ITS ALRIGHT SAYING WE'RE RACIST BUT BLACKS CAN BE JUST AS RACIS1.YOU GET

BLACK BROTHERS AND ALL THIS.

RAB:SHAM AND THE UPSTARTS DO THE GIGS AND ITS THEIR FANS THAT BEAT UP THE PAKIES.

AB:YOU SAID YOU WOULD LIVE WITH THE PECPLE YOU WANTEPRP IF YOU HAD ENOUGH'MONEY.SO
WHAT DO YQU THINK OF CRASS FOR DOING IT?

ANDY:ALRIGHT THEY'VE wOT LHE MONEY HAVENT THEY.THsY'kE NOT EXACTLY POOR ARE THEY? |

HAVE YOU BEEN UP 10 wHE HOUSE?
AB:NO HAVE YOU? ~
ANDY;YES,IrS A SORr OF FARM DONE OUT NICELY AND EVERY THING.THEY'VE GOT REHERSAL




SYUDIOS AND KVERYTHING.LHEY JUSY SEEM 10 HAVE IT,MONEY Ok SOMETHING L0 uEr IT.
AB: THEY DONT LIKE PEOPLE SAYING THEY'RE RiCH AND IHEY RELEASE THEIR ALBUMS CHEAP.
ANDi:HEY'VE JUST rOUND A wAY TO DO LT.
xAB: THEY DONT NEED A LOT MONEY 10O RECORD BECAuSE THEY DONT DUB ANYITHING.TuEY CAN
GO INTO A STUDIu AND RECORD AN ALBUM IN A DAY CAUSE ITS JUST LIKE PLAYING A G™IG
TO THEM,THEY RECORD IT AS THEY PLAY IT LIVE.
NICK:WHY DON'T THEY NEED TO MAKE A PROFIT FROM THEIR RECORDS?
ANDY:THEY MUST HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO SURVIVE ON ANYWAY,
KELLY: WHATARE YOUR FAVOURITE BANDS NOW?
AB:CRASS,ADAM AND TH® ANTS.......
KELLY:DONT YOU FEEL CRASS GO CVER THE TOP.
AB:YEAH SCOMETIMES.BUT I THINK THEY MEAN WHAT THEY SAY.
ANDY:IF THEY MEAN WHAT THEY SAY WHY DONT THEY GC ROUND WITH GUNS.
~ AB:THATS NOT WHAT THEY MEAN BY ANARCHY.
RAB:BUT ITS THE ONLY WAY 10 GET ANARCHY.KILL THE QUEEN,THERE'LL NEVER BE ANARCHY
AS LONG AS THERES A MONARCH.
KELLY:EVERYTHING CRASS USES IS PRODUCTION LINE ISN'T IT?
RAB:JAPANESE .DRUM KIT,JAPANESE GUI'TARS,BRITISH ANMPLIFIERS.I'S ALL PRODUCTION
LINE STUFF.THATS WHAT ANAHLHY IS AGAINST.
ANDY:THEY OUGHT TO BUILD THEIR OWN GEAR BECAUSE SOME 'CAPATILIST PIG' IS MAKING
MONEY OUT OF.'THEM.
AB:YOUR KIND OF SAYING TREY'RE HYPOCRITES. ,
ANDY:I THINK THEY'RE A GOOD BAND BUT I MEAN THEY GET TOO SERIOUS.I WENT TO THEIR
HOUSE AND THEY WOULDN'T LISTEN TO REGGAE BECAUSETHAY WAS SEXIST CCS REGGAE ARTISTS
ARE ALWAYS SINGING ABOUY WOMENS BUMS ARD THAT YOU COULDNT LOOK AT POSTERS ON THE
—~TUBE OR ANYTHING COS THAT wAS SEXIST.YOU CCULDN'T SAY ANYTHING.
RAB:YOU COULD'NT BUY THE SUN BECAUSE OF PAGE 3.
ANDY:YOU COULDLN'T SAY ANYTHING THAT DIDN'T HAVE POLITICAL OVERTONES OR SOMETHING,
AB:THANKS!1'M FUCKING GOING UP ''HERE NEXT MONTH,
ANDY:ITS A GOOD IDEA BUT I COULDN'y LIVE LIKE THAT.
KELLY:ON THEIR TWELVE INCH THEY HAD A COUPLE OF SONGS ABOUT N.IRELAND AND THEY'VE
NEVER BEEN THERE.ITS 'HE SAME OLD “IHING,PEOPLE SAYING ABOUT IT. WHEN THEY DON'T
EVAN KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT.
RAB:CRASS 1S THE SAME AS POLITICS,iHEY'VE GOT GOOD ITHEAS BUT THEY JUST DONT WORK.
AB:SO YOUR JUST OUT PO ENJOY YOURSELVES REALLY.BU1 DONT YOU THINK SOMETHING OUGHT
TO BE CHANGED. '
RAB:YES BUT PHOPLE YOU WANT TC CHANGE LHE POLITICIANS ARENT GOING TO BUY A CRASS
RECORD.WHO ARE THEY TRYING TO GET THEIk MESSAGE T07?
NICK:ROCK'N'ROLL IS ABOUT ENJOYMENT. ’
ANDY:YOU CAN PUT A MESSAGE ACRCSS,WE DO,s0 IT IS POLITICAL,BUT WE DONT SAY WERE
GOING TO LIVE LIKE THAT.WE JUST SAY LOOK AT THAT,
NICK:WHEN I GO AND SEE A BAND I GO TO HAVE SOME ENJOYMENT NOT TO HAVE PEOPLE
PREACHING AT ME,
ANDY:WHEN YOU SEk CRASS YOU ENJOY THEM FOR WHAT THLY ARE.THEY ARE ALL STANDING CON
STAGE SINGING.ITS JUST ENTERTAINNMENT.THERES NO POLITICS IN THE ACrUAL PERFORNENCE
BECAUSE IT IS APERFORMENCE.LHEY HAVE ALL THe LIGHTS SHINING UP ON THeIk FACES.ITS
‘LIKE A-PLAY.
AB:THE RAINCOATS ARE ALSC AGAINST ADVERTISING,NOT IN THE SENSE THAT YOU CAN SAY
SOMETHING IS HERE,YOU CAN COME AND BUY IT BUT THE wAY PEOPLE ARE PORTRAYED IN
ADVERTISING SAYING YOU MUST BUY SOMETHING TO“BE SUCH AND SUCH A PERSON,
ANDY:YOU CAN BELIKVE THAT OR KOY BWLIEVE Iv,.TS UP TO YQU.
BEAVER:WELL THE rANAMA ADVERT DOEs THE OPPOSITE,IT._TAKES THwr rISS OUT OF PECYLE
wHO THINK 1HEY HAVs TO BE TALLER By WEARING BIGGER SHOES.
ANDY:YOUVE ALWAYS GOT FREEWILL.CRASS ARE AGALRSY THE USE OF GIRLS ON POSTERS,
FUGKING HELL THEY¥'RE G.TTING PAID FOR IT.THEY'RE NOT BEING RIPPED OFF,.
KELLY:THERS A DEMAND FOR IT .
AB:SO YOU RECKCN IF PEOPLE WANT TO DO SOMETHING THEY OUGHT TO BE ALLOWED TO DO IT
WITHOUT OTHER PEOPLE GETTING INVOLVED,
KELLY:IT ALL DEPENDS WHAT YOU DO.

A.BRENNAN,D.FISCHER,
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THE SLITS:MAN NEXT DOOR/VERSION (R,T. 044 Y 4) _

D,F,:Typical Slits rythm,The first time I heard it I wasn't impressed but it rapidly grows
on you,Probably due to the excellent drumming.The B-Sides O.,K, but it gets a bit
monotinous, :

A.B,:The thing that really amazes me about the S1its is that every single they release is
different but just as good as the others,The Man Next DOor is no exception,it's got a
nice slow reggae beat with really good vocals.The B-Side is a different Version of the
A-Side which normally I'd call a rip off but somehow I don't get bored with it and I
reckon that its well worth getting.

ATHLETICO SPIZZ 80:NO ROOM/SPOCK'S MISSING (R,T.S,0. 5)

A.B.:A really fantastic single from Spizz.No Room is one of their faster songs with a really
good sound to it.Spock's Missing is a funny song continuing their Star Trek series and
Spizz's whining voice suits it perfectly,

‘D,F,:I don't think much of the introduction but the ryhtm soon picks up to Spizz's normal
stuff to make it an excellent single.I'm not to keen on the B-Side.

SILICON TEENS:SUN FLIGHT/JUST LIKE EDDY(MUTE 008

A.B.:Sun Flight is self-penned by the group and I think there's room for improvment but I
still like it,one complaint that I do have is that it drags on for too long.The other
side Just Like Eddy is a tribute to Eddy Cochran.It has a bouncy tune and a catchy
chorus.

D.F.:Sun Flight has a good synth tune with slow vocals that blend in well making it enjoy-
able,Just Like Eddy is faster and altogether a better song,It'll probably get into the
charts because of it's catchy chorus,

"~ JOY DIVISION:KOMAKINO/INCUBATION (FREE FLEXY DISC) (FAC 28)

A.,B,:I gather that Factory Records had planned to release this before Ian Curtis's death
and I think it's well worth picking up wether you liked Joy Division or not.Anyway
it's free,all you have to do is ask for one at your local Factory stocist . Komakino
ig a slow track and it doesn't really stand up to other Joy Division,Incubation
consists of 2 instrumentals that remind me that J.D, had 4 members and wasn't just
Ian Curtis + support and it makes me look on with great interest to what the rest of
the group are going to do now,

DELTA 5:ANTICIPATION/YOU (R,T. 041)

. A,B,:A lot of people seem interested in this band so I got hold of a copy of their new single
to hear what they are like.You has a catchy tune and probably the better of the 2 songs.
Anticipation also has a catchy tune but the tracks are too similar and 'pop musicy' for
- :

T,V, PERSONALITIES :KING AND COUNTRY/SMASHING TIME (RTO51)

A.B,:This single not only is as good as but is even better than the 'Where's Bill Grundy ?'.
E.P,.King and Country has really good lyrics and sounds a lot more professional than :
their E.P, .Smashing Time is typical T,V, Personalities and I just love this record,

D,F,:The two songs on this single are really good and 'King and Country has a really catchy
whistleing tune in the middle.which is difficult to forget,This single is far better

then their vrevious stuff, It is'nt however the type of record you'd expect from a band
with thier imace :

GIRLS AT OUR BEST:WARM GIRLS/GETTING NOWHERE FAST (R.R, 1)
A,B,:This group consists of 2 blokes and 1 girl actually and although they have not yet played
live this is one of the hest records I have heard for a long time,Warm Girls is a réally
good song with a geod tune and lyrics that have something to say.Getting Nowhere Fast
is just as goodvand I am looking forward to seeing tg;s group live, '
This i : '
that i: ZZSZ::e:?;o::S;ig::ozgeoieiilp::dtig::;:¥h:2:hit e ooer ha Tosogition

; 1 catchy tunes that grow on you
tremendously.Its not surprising that the first pressing of this record sold out,

D,F.:
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" LILIPUT:SPLIT/DIE MATROSEN (R.T. 047) :
A.B.:Liliput's first single(not counting the Kleenex ones)is a really good one,Both songs
are totally different but at the same time disstinctively Liliput\A-really good 45,
D.F,:It took me a bit of getting used to but now I think its a really good single,The
strange vocals are very effective on 'Split’,'Die Matrosan'is just as goodand it has
a catchy bit of whistling in the middle,

THE FALL:CITY HOBGOBLINS/HOW I WROTE 'ELASTIC MAN'(R.T. 048)

. A.B,:There's not much I can say about .the Fall that hasn't been said already,If you don't
know the Fall I advise you to get hold of this and have a listen,If you do know them
you will know what to expect and will probably have got it allready,I like it,

THE PREFECTS:GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS/THINGS IN GENERAL (R.T, 040)

A.B,:G,T,T,M, is pretty slow and monotonous but makes pleasant listening and'it has a good
tune, It is,howevér,far too long(4:54) and it would be better if it was cut down to
about 3 mins,The other song is a bit faster and I can see this becomming a popular
single but it's not for me to judge that.

D.F.:Nothing especially good about this single but its not bad.One thing that ruins it is
its length and monotiny.'Things In General' IS.FASTER AND BETTER AND I think it should
have been the A-side, g ?

***GOLDEN OLDIE**%* ‘

SWELL MAPS:READ ABOUT SEYMOUR/RIPPED AND TORN/BLACK VELVET (GEAR 1 R.T., 010)

A,B,.:This was the Maps first single and is deffinately a classic,All the songs are short
(1:27,1:45,1:55 respectively) and sound a bit chaotic.Read About Seymour is the best
and deserves a place in everyones record collection,The single was recorded back in
September '77' and comes in a really good cover,
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DF :WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO START A GROUP AFTER ACTING
QN STAGE AND IN FILMS?
It's something I've always wanted to do but never had ™
the guts to actuallv get up and do it,I lived in Birmin-
. gham untill I was eighting and one night at a New Vears
party I met some musicians and I said"Look I can write
music,would vou help me out.'"We started rehersing for a
year and the chance came to become professional so I did
DF:DID THE PUNK EXPLOSION PLAV AN IMPORTANT PART IN
MAKING YOU DECIDE TO START A GROUPYZ
It was important to me because it was a form of recogni-
tion of my strange taste of cloths.I used to like wear-
ing wierd things,I started off about two vears pre Sex-
Pistols,.,I had pink hair and used to wear great big Andy
Pandy outfits and punk came along and it sort of justi-
fied my taste where evervone thought I should be nut
away in a mental home and it sort of saved my life,It
did help,it gave me a lot of encouragement.l used to
doubt my own sanitv,It came along and helned me,
DF:DID TOU ATTRACT A FOLLOWING STRAIGHT AWAV:
More thanks to Jubilee then to our actual music,.The band
has alwavs had a following and its alwavs been a strong
punk following but we dont consider ourselves a pumk
band .When we started of I used to be reallv outrageous,
I used to permenantly drunk and I wouldn't be able to
stand up or sav anything.I just used to stand up and fal
over throughout the set and I slowlyv
gpt:myself together because I was just so nervous of

singing,and the following became a much stroger one.
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It was much more musicallv influenced rather then people just coming to see us out of intrest,
AB:VOU SAID VOU DON'T CALL VOURSFLVES A PUNK BAND ,WHY NOT?

Because what is punk?I've never reallv known what punk is and a lot of bands which call them-
Selves punk seem to be into just making a noise or a kind of music to move to where as we dont
class ourselves as anvthing because we dont really know what we're aiming for vet .We dont know
the sort of music we categorise ourselves under so we like to remain free of categorization,I
mean,we are thought of as heavy punk because I look like it ,IVve got the hair for it but its
just out of personal taste.I hate black hair which is my natural colour,If you're going to dve
it why not go the whole way,

DF:HOW DID VOU GET THE PART TN JUBILEFR?'

I was at the National Theatre and at that time I was causeing quite a stir hecause no-one
could understand what the fuck I was about.and Derrick Jarmen happened to appear at the companv
and he wanted to make a punk movie to kill all other punk movies and I went to tea with him and
_he offered me the part,It was as simple'as that, : .

'DF:IN VOUR,INTERVIE% WITH SOUNDS IN''79 THE BAND SAID THEV DIDN'T LIKE THE A.P,WHY NOT?

. We singed up with Safari in Febuary [ i

| last vear and we had to get out an

~album and the band as vet wasn't

| ready,we weren't happy with the drum

" mer and we weren't happy withthe

| bassist so we sacked them hoth . Now

. 'due to contractial nroblems we had

- to borrow a bass player and a drumme

. and we weren't really a band.We were

. nt happy and to us the music sounded

‘ terrible,and me personallv I could"

. nt sing,not as well as I can now and}

it was lack of experience, It

. over produced.Too many ideas were

‘Coming from out side:

managed to put onto vinyl what we |
'gfe~likeiiiyevfa;her~thantrying to be visual on vinvl,I mean theres no-
DF:DID BI CONTACT YOU OR DTD VOU GO TO_ SAFARI? ICA.
we @R hich appeared in Record Mirro
s and signed us that day.We didnt want
had offers from bigger companvs like Virgin and we just didn't
‘such a naive little bunch of kids at that time.
'HAVING YOUR VOICE BEING COMPARED WITH THAT OF STOUYSIFE SIOUX AND

I think its a load of shit.I mean my voice is nothing like theirs,

DF:VOU SAID YOU HATED HEARING YOUR OWN VOICE,WHv?

{Bedauséywhean sing I sound different and When I listened to it,it destroyed this illusion I
had of myself;To me,my voice sounds so much like a little girl,I mean a really little girl and
Ifalw@ysﬂthink of myself as being big and strong and it just breaks down what I think of my e
self, ; o '
BF;BECAUSE;IjTHINK’VOUR VOICE PLAVS AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE MUSIC,LIKE AT THE BEGINNING OF ..
DANCED, . ' ,

Qh‘right,Ivmean I'm not just a vocalist stuck in.Another thing about the A.P, is that my vocals
are too over indulgent and they hlock out certain aspects of the music,On this nresent album my
voice is more restraint with the band rather then just a vocal stuck on top.

AB:YOU SAID YOU DIDN'T WANT TO SIGN TO VIRGIN,DO VOU BELIEVE IN ALL THIS STUFF ABOUT SELLING
OUT? ;

OYBH : TOYRW “TOYAM - TOYRH




Oh no,I didn't want to sign Virgin then.We are going to be moving hopefully within a few vears
to a bigger record comnanv hecause vou can outgrow a small record companv SO easilv and there-
fore vou are blocking out vour own career in other countries.

AB:SO VOU THINK IT'S MORF A STAGF OF GROWING?

0Oh yeah,if we went to Virgin I think thev would have killrd us completely.Thev would have heen

to heavv for us because we didn't understand how dirty the record buisness could be and how v

much fighting you had to do just to survive and keen up with the competition.I think going to

Virgiv would have wiped us out completelv I dont think VJrg]n would have been patient with us

like Safari have been,

DF :DOX'T vOU THINK THEV'LL MAKE VOl CHANGE VYOUR MUSIC OR'STYLE?

No,they cant.Record companv's aren’'t allowed to do that now.

DF':YEAH WELL &CI™ GROU»S MON'T TOIN BIG LABELS BECAUSE THEV MIGHT

BE PRESURISED, '

Only if that band's not able to get a deal together.Its a

general myth,Record comnany's do like choosing your

producer and the artist to do the cover but if you
reallv objected to it then vou can say'"No I .refuse to
do that'"and vou can take the chédice.Its onlv bands
who reallv dont know what thev want to do that get
fiddled about with,
DF:I KNOW YOU ADMIRE DAVID BOWIE,DOES HIS MUSIC

§ INFLUENCE YOURS?

He influences my imagination but I dont go,Bowie
did this so I'11 have a %o F&ﬁ;sﬂye is the
one person that can trlgger when T'm feeline
reallv down and uninspired.David Bowie's
the main influence but I'm really into
beat music not the reincarnation of mod
but the real beat music,

| DI': 1 HEARD SOMEWHERE THAT THE -ALBUM TELLS™
PELLS A STORV,IS THIS TRUE?

No it doesn't but the forthcoming album will
do.Now the album from Germany was an evan
bigger embaresment then the A,P, because it is -
the A.P, plus something like three other tracks,
A lot of kids where buvine the album thinkinge
its going to be totallv new material which is a
bit of an emharessment to us.I mean 0.K,,the
album sold reallv well considering.It's a better
.aualitv then the A.,P, but it wasn’t advertised
enough that it was the A.P, and some other
tracks.

DF:HOW COMF IT WAS PRESSED IN GERMANY?

! Because Safari is a German based companv and the
album was purelv for Germany.but it was requested
to come over as an imnort so to make it cheaper we had 1tmoved
over here as well so that it would't go un to £7 or somethlng,
DF:15 THAT WHY YOU RECORDED THE NEW ALBUM IN FNGLAND? !
Veah, A%}
BFAWHAT'S ALL THIS AROUT NOSTRADAMUS ON THE BACK OF THE (‘FRN Lp?
It's all related to WW3 evervthine on the hack of the album is just thing:
that could nossiblv hapven.It's just thines to make you think.It's nothing
that I'm nreaching and savine will come true,
DF:HAS IT ~OT ANYTRING TO DO THE MUSIC?
No,it's just an avid vision.
DF : WHERE DO VOU GET VOUR IDEAS FOR SONrRS FROM?
Very bad nightmafgsfusually.I mean I have a fabulous time in my sleep,it's
reallyv bazaar it's onlv a matter of remembering them,Usually a good argument
sparks off the best in me.It's usually mv life in seneral.If I have a bad
day then I'll write something reallv horihble,There's a number on this new
album called'She'which I wrote when I had a reallv big fight with this
old slag who I hated.It's the nastiest niece of music I could have done,

I nut tone on because it was so nerverse.




It was cut short.I collapsed after that gig.I was in hospital so that I could do the Music
Machine.I was very ill.We cut out about four bumbers because I just could’nt go on,I was in
fucking agony. - .
AB:YOU KNOW AT THE GIGS YOU GET SOME MODS BECAUSE OF OUADROPHENIA AND VOU CET A LOT OF SKIN-
HEADS WHO GO ROUND BEATING TP, .ceec0e
I do'nt know why we get skinheads but we do,In London theres a thing where you get a certain
gang of skinheads who latch on to yvou to try to recrute people to the British Movement,Its
quite a big thing.They'll go round useing groups to recrute people,Theres nothing you can do
about it because thev're so fucking good at it.Its a real drag.
| DF:AT THE END OF THE HARROW IG ALL THE BLACK PEOPLE WERE GETTIN~ BEATEN IN, HOW DO YOU FEEL
ABOUT VIOLENCE AT YOUR GIRS, :
I cant stand it but vou cant do anything about it,especially us because we're not a big band,
If I had heavy's ,we normally do then they would have been in stopning it.I do fucking hatw
it,I'd preach about it on stage if we saw it happening.We're not a po-itical band and we're
not gbing to get up there before any trouble has started and start preaching that it should'ntf
happen.Thats putting it into peoples minds,
CN:DID YOU ENJOY MAKING QUADROPHENIA?
No I hated it but I got this feeling of having to do it.It was another challenge to me,It was
the first time I worked with people of mv own age.l was physically fucking exhausted through-
out the whole thing because we'ed be un at five and for doing the riot scemnes at Brighton
we'ed have to run on average ten miles a day,to shoot those particular scenes,We were ordered
to run across the street and there was no-one blocking of the cars and a few people got run
over and trampeled on by horses.I did enjoy it but at the same time it was fucking agony.It
was at a time when the mod movement had'nt started off which made it so much nicer.and so
much Bbtser because it was'nt cashing in on a fashion,it was like creating something that
happened like creating history rather then saying "Oh look mods,lets cash in on it",sort of
thing which is what it turned out to be, S
CN:HOW DID YOU GET THE PART IN IT?
hanks to Jubilee,The director Frank Rodden§
aw Jubilee the night before he had a
casting session and he asked me to do
1t o ;
CN:DID YOU FIND AFTER SHOESTRING
THAT YOUR SUCCESS WAS BOOSTED?
Oh yeah,it was really incredeble
; because I did'nt think anybody
‘Nwould watch it because of the
(Gala performence on the other
side,Instant success came forg
the band more then anything
else,The audience capacity

liked us before we went on
and we had to proove our-

‘ selves not realizing how @&
s : interested the audience was §
in us because of Shoestring, .

CN:DID YOU ENJOY DOING IT -

BECAUSE IT WAS A MIXTURE OF SINGES

ING AND ACTING?
Oh yeah it was fab being able to

' just trippled.The audience

doing it.Our bass player had pheumongs

ia so we had to have a stand in bassig

nlayer,
DF:DO YOU REMEMBER THE SONGS YOU
PLAVYED IN SHOESTRING?

We started of with Neon Womb then
Waiting and then it all. ended with
Danced. :

DF:DO VOU PLAV A BIG PART IN THE BBC PRODUC-
TION OF DOCTOR JECKYLL AND MR HYDE? o

combine the two because its so rare
being able to do it.I really enjoyed




Its not a massive part at all.Its
about the same part as Ouadrephe-
nia but more important.

AB:WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A FILM
WITH THE BAND ?

Yes we are going to in September.
It was a film that was scedualed
to be made in America and has now
been brought over here.I've bheen
offered the lead part in it and
I'11 actually be doing all the
music to it with a producer called
Steve James who has done the A.P,
and the album which is about to
come out and the band will be
appearing in it.They might evan
| get acting parts.

DF :WHATS THE FILM GOING TO BE ABOUT?

The film is not supposed to be amusical,its a pyscopathic murder thriller in which there's a
sort of rapist going round and it all turns out to be me.Its a really fucking good horrer
Story and thats why we're doing it.The music just happens to be in it.,But I have'nt signed
anything yet!It might all fall through!

DF:WILL YOU BE PUTTING NEW SONGS INTO IT?

Totally new.We won't use any of the old stuff.For me when we release-singles and albums I
.hate to release singles from the album and the B-side will be something totally new.So for
the film we'll be doing totally new stuff which you'll be able to get seperately as a sound
track,

HOW DID YOU GET ON TO THE OLD GREV WHISTLE TEST ?

That was thanks to the album Sheep Farming in Barnet.You have to have an album to be on it
and then you're invited to do it.

DF: WHAT DID YOU THINK OF YOUR PERFORMENCE ON IT?

Awfull.I think it was bad,My voice was terrible on it and also we had the greatest bad luck
to do it in Glasgow.It was the second ever Whistle Test done inGlasgow and you got all these
Glaswegions going"What do we have to do here?","What knob do we twiddle?"I mean they just
did'nt know what to do and the lighting,we where saving no take it down,lets have moving
lighting and coloured lighting so it was an incredible battle against these Glaswegions but
it was good fun, L : :

DF:DO YOU THINK BEING A WOMAN HAS HINDERED YOUR SUCCESS IN ANY WAV,

Well put it this way if I could start all over again I would come back as a man:l'd really
prefer it,because I hate people saying "Oh you're a woman" and sitting back and iting for
you to fail.

DF:WELL YOU ARE OBVIOUSLY SUCCEEDING SO ARE'NT VOU TRIUMPHINR OVER THEM?

Oh yeah I'm triumphing over them but I'd still like to be a man,I always think of myself as
a man and when people grab me round the tit I think oh God I am a woman.Thafs how I am on
stage,ignoring my sexuality. :

DF:WHATS ALL THIS ABOUT A DEATH WISH?

I've got this death wish.I like teaseing Dr Death and getting awav with it,Put me in a car

and I'11 crash it and if I survive I survive but if I die it does'nt matter because I have

to go sometime anyway.Its that sort of attitude.I like daring myself and if I fail I'm
determined to do it again the next day to succeed, '

CN:DO YOU DARE YOUR SELF IN THE RECORD BUISNESS?

Oh totally.The way I keep progressing is by dares -+#hat I don't think I'1l1l achieve and its
because of the fact that I'm so frightened of failing I manage to do it and I like .that,.
Its the permenant adrenelin that keeps you going.¥You dont need drugs.




IN AMERICA,

TUWS |S (MORE OR LESS WHAT NRAPPENED WHEN I0HN LIDON AND ¢o UUITED RN RMERICAN

RADID STRTION N  (os RNGELES. AW \NACCURACIES ARE DUE TO AMERICAN ACcENTS AND
THE CURE CHAOS WHICH REWWNED,

lptListener:Hello ! John:Here I am, Listener:Hi ! John:Give us your question! Listener:Why
do you dress like .-a bum? (Roars of laughter from the studio) Kieth:Cos he's a fu.....
John:I do my best,right,Ican't help it, Kieth:He's an old tramp and thats all there is to
it! John:I've just got no style, Listener:The salvation army have got lots of new cloths
round here., John:I know I was there today,I bought loads,I got trunks full,Listener:I :
bought a blue (elephant ? This is probabaly a mistake but knowing these americans,who knows)
for fifty cents last week, D.J:You were over charged, '

My igstener:Hi,how are you ?Jah:Alright!Who are you ? Listener:Can I ask .you people something?
Jah:Yeah, Listener:I got a question here if vou'll here me out. Jah:Go on then!!!! Listener:
I'm not in to your type of music but I want to ask you one thing,Why the fuck do all you
suckers run round with green and blue hair? Kieth:We don't,there are other suckers who do,
John:I think you'll find my hair at the moment is a subtle shade of ginger.Jah:And my hairs
not worth talking about! John:You're o.k, cowboy,.Listener:0h by the way rock’n’'roll aint
dead! Kieth:0Oh yes it is.John:It is as far as we're concerned and we can't be bothered to
debate it. Listener:It ain't fucking dead!Look around you, John:We have done, (Once again
the studio is full of laughter after after this incredebally funny joke) D,J:We'll have to @@=
check its pulse,This is KPFK Los Angeles,its six minutes past four. John:And rock'n'roll is [
dead. .

Aiistener;(This guy is absolutely stoned out of his mind on drugs as he is unable to speak)
mmmmmmmmmmmanmmannm, D, J:0,.k, hows it going. Listener:MMVMMMMMmmmmmMMmmmm,John:0,.K, then
mumble it.Listener:mmmmmmmmmmmmm,lets get rid of all this cran vou give out,Lets get down
to some facts here. John:Well if you can get down to talking some, Listener:Well lets get
down to some facts, John:Its certainly taking vou long enoliph, | sisesnnsessssinsel Moiwalting!
Listener:Do you pay taxes in England? John:What!!,paying taxes.You're joking.We're trying
to avoid that. Kieth:What do you think we're doing here, John:In England the taxation is
98% of every thing you earn.,Would you pay 98% tax? Listener:You do ? John:YVeah,well no we
don't,thats why we're here,. Listener:I've had enough of that.Kieth:Well now you know,John:

John(Talking to some unknown person)Tell that guy to send his tape to Warner Brothers.D,dJ:
Yeah tell that guy to send his tape to Warner Brothers.please.Hello who's this ?M’Listener:

that other guy. John:Yeah,now go on, Listener:Am I on the air? John:Yeah, Listener:Hello,
‘John, John:This is John,what do you want? Listener:I thought you might me interested,but
you might not be..... John:Get on with it then! Listener:I did a painting of Death Disco bu
I..... John:Did'nt you think that was a wonderfull cover? Listener;What the cover for.....




John:Death Disco, Listener:Veah its great, Kieth:Johnny painted that. John:Yeah thats one
of my paintings, Listener:I think its really good but I did'nt realize that those were the
lyrics to "No Birds Do Sing", John:0Oh,did'nt wvou know that, Listener:I didnt notice it at
first, John: HaHaHa, you idiot! Listener:Veah,sometimes thats true. John:Anyway go on. Lis-
tener:Do you know that girl who phoned a little earlier who savs she has a magazine? John:
Yeah, Listener:DO you know if that was Dusty? John:I dont know,she did'nt say. Kieth:Dusty
Springfield? Listener:No not Dustv Springfield, John:Well It was'nt her either. Listemer:
No I did'nt think it was.

5b&dstener:What about religion on vour first album? Kieth:"This is religioan. John:What
about it?,..ese¢00..Bear in mind we cant understand your accent, Listener: MMMmmmmmmMMMmM
" mmmmmmmmMMMMMmmm , thn:Ye%h I understand., Listener :MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM, John:No thats not
the. reason why we did thate y;g ¢oner . MMMMMMNNNNMMMmmmmn , John: Sometimes but not always,it
depends, Listener :MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMmmmmMMmmmmMmmmmmmmmMMmMmm! John:I hate to be vague about
it but mavbe we can talk about it sometime, Listener:What? .John:Yes,Listener:I cant hear
you «wvery good, John:No,.,..Next!!!!

GEklﬁstener:Do‘you watch American t,v. over .here, John:Yeah,We watch it all the time,I'm a
t.v. addict,right,in England we onlv have two channals hut here vou've got twentvfour and
upwards, Kieth:And in England they go off at midnight so we only have four hours of it,
Listener:Do you watch Upstairs Downstairs and that? John:Yeah thats England,and you've got
white powder on the end of vour nose,Some D,J, you are! Listener:Whos an idiot? John:You
are,

T oth .
7 ilstener:(All that comes over the telephone is a loud monotinous knocking sound,)John:0h
no they're playing their latest 'song or something,Next one!!

d*Listener:Hello. All:Hello. Listener:I'm just really getting into punk rock and the Sex
Pistols. John:God! you've left it a bit late have'nt you, Listener:I love Led Zeppelin
and that sort of thing, John:I like Led Zeppelin, Listener:Now I like punk and you guys
are really cool and I like the Whole new wave thing, John:We're not the new wave thing,
Listener:I like novelty and I think vou guys are really great. John:We're no novelty,pal,
We mean what we do.We're deadly serious, Listener:Do you know the "Carry On Sex Pistols"
album,..,.. John:Fuck the Sex Pistols!!,.,.,..Hey man wheres this guy coming from? DJ: He's
one of these late night druggers., John:No dont insult him,

qlekListener:Hello can I ask John his feelings about the oppressed foods contreversy.DJ:Lets
hear what the contreversy is., Listener:In 1979 whitebread pretty much added to its self
but when 1980 came so came the lobys and so did the vegetables, John:You must be fucking
bored out tyere., Listener:Well how do you feel about it? John:I dont. I do'nt know nothing
about it.I do'nt care......next please,

th
10 Listener:Hey John,out of the blue ,what do you

think of the hostages in Iran? John:What?I cant
make out what you're saying. DJ:The hostages in
Iran. John:0Oh !,the ostraches in Iran. Kieth:They're
the ones that stick there heads in the ground are'nt
they.John:There you are.That says it all really.
Listener:Well ? John:Nothing.I don't know do I.It
aint my problem.I dont think anything about it.
Listener:Did you have a lot of fun when you were in
the Sex Pistols? John:Thats history,right.Thats
degretion.....Look into the future with P.I.L.
Kieth:Yeah we have a lot of fun in P.I.L.

John:Thats Public Image Limited.The albums available
soon in the shops. Listener:What do you think of the
bands here in Los Angeles? John:I don't know any of
them. Listener:What about Rock 'n' Roll? John: Rock
'n' Roll is dead!!!! ‘




BUT NOT HERE ?
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Mother earth was rewrltten about three tlmes but most of the songs were never rewritten

at all.They were ]ust exactlv as they came out,
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we never sort of sat down and said that we're going to I
t and now its coming out e
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Well its the same thing really,
have ten fucks,We never thought that,its just the wayt;t came :u . e
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I mean on asylum we took some out because Eve did'nt actually like some of it,
first did it there was a shit and a fuck in it which were put in purely to annoy people.
That was quite deliberate chidishmess on my behalf.It was totally unnecessary,it was
just a bit of,you know,doing V signs at a copper and then running awav.So we took it
out but generally Speaklng I thlnkthey work though now we would con51der it more carefully.

2 e
I

When we
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I DID A REVIEW OF YOUR ALBUM "STATIONS OF

,IT REALLY LET THE INTEFVIEW b

[ SOMETIMES IF TOU OVERDO THE SWEAR WORDS ,LIKE,
THE CRASS" AND I OUOTED BITS OF IT AND WHEN I WENT OVER IT

DOWN SO I CROSSED SOME OF IT OUT AND IT SOUNDS A LOT BETTER 3

would agreé with you.We're learning'how to express ourselves hetter and at first we
could and did express ourselves through sheer childlike anger,I mean,just kicking things o
and swearing because we were really angry about things and I think that as we're becoming !
more experienced at doing things we think about them harder,If we put out a record now i
then we know its going to sell thirty or forty thousand copies and theres a lot of
people who may be mmmmm,its stupid alienating people ,its equally stupid not including
a fuck if you want to put it in but looking back I certainly think some songs go over -,
the top.I hate "Hurry up Carrie" because I think its a bloody stupid because it is an
attack on another person.It was written at a time when I was feeling exceedingly angry |
about what we had written about,its really stupid to be that angry.but you know it can 9
really hurt a lot if for no reason someone suddenly attacks you in a great big national o
newspaper .You suddenly see vourself being described as a fucking asshole and all the
rest he called us and that was the worst response and its a bit regrettable,its a good
song but its a bit regrettable, ‘

g IR G LA |
John Peel said that when we did the Peel session they- codfdﬁt broadcast swear words 3;':-"

obviously it would be stupid to tryv and slip them in and we did'nt feel we could censer our:
songs so we looked through our set to see which songs did'nt have swear words and we

came out with the heavyest songs,mostly the most serious and powerfull ones and thats
what you got and they did'nt broadcast one in the session which was the "Mother Earth" iTt!
one because it was too much for thelr stomach at the t1me

i ;lsx

YOU REALLYTWHEN YOU TALK ABOUT SELLING OUT ALWAYS SEEM TO MENTION THE CLASH.AND THAT al
BUT YOU NEVER MENTION THE PISTOLS WHO ARE REALLY MENT TO BE THE ORIGINAL PUNKS , WHO ‘
REALLY SOLD OUT. E G. ALL THEIR NEW ALBUMS HAVE NOTHING NEW ON THEM,IS'NT THAT JUsT

AS BAD?
e ®A\




Yeah well I dont think they have the effect, 1 mean the Clash were the sort of pol1tic1ans,
I mean the Pistols were a much more interesting band.I think the clash were a sort of
glamorous political revolutionaries and they were sort of trying to have an effect in

the sort of area we're having an effect in.And there again the Sex Pistols are'nt still
going.theres no need to attack Paul Cook or anyone because they're a bit beyond attack,,. 7.2
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I went through a stage were I really was disgusted w1th the Clash in the hope that they'll EE:
crlnge up and never appear again.I dont think the Pistols ever promised anything,I mean s
they probabaly promised exactly what happened I mean there are far worse people than the :
Clash like the Stranglers and Gen. X,people who are beyond contempt.On the other hand

I really respect the Jam who are a fucking good band,they are really commercial but they do
exciting music and I think the Clash are like the Jam'but the Jam never made any promises.

I think the Clash are just a bit of a con and we've said enough about them,All of-us saw
the'Clash in the early days,if the Clash had carried on we would'nt of had to do this,we

could of gone on seeing them,

DO YOU EXPECT 'OTHER GROUPS TO STABT RELEASING RECQRDS

WE NI )y Y

No, because I do'nt think they're in a pos

The only problem with the album was we had to borrow money , 7000 poﬁnds to get it moving,
Obviously a lot of bands are'nt in a position to borrow £7000,Its not meant to be a
critisism of other bands if they put a record out for £5,we're just bringing a record out
cheap because we can do it,We're actually looseing on Asylum because it 45p.The Wall
came down from Newcastle and they really wanted to do something but they were'nt in a
position to,We're really lucky to have this place.We pay &7.50 a week,

e ERESR . »Al )Y
SOME GROUPS FIND IT REALLY DIFFICULT TO MAKE A LIVING EVAN IF THEY SELL THEIR RECORDS

AT THE NORMAL PRICE, ’

® !
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't depends what their tastes are.It depends on what they play.We know if we bring out
an album its going to sell a lot,but it would be stupid for us to say just because
other bands ca'nt do it we'll sell.it for £5.I mean the new single we've done is to
buy an anarchists center in London,the idea is that its a place where you can sit and
read and have a cup of coffee so we said o.,k, we'll produce the single and get it in the o
6harts,it’'ll be a really good money making thing,It is'nt changeing or anything but what
we've done is a really saleable commodity,The problem is if we get it into.the charts
we've got to sell it for 90p because they wont consider cheaper stuff.Now if we want
to get a really good anarchists center in London and we sell it at 65p then on a sale
of 30,000 the anarchists center is going to get something like six or seven thousand
pounds If we sell it at 90p and make an effort to get it in the chartsit will almost be
guaranteed a sale of } million records which would give us something in the line of
60 or 70 thousand,then we could buy something like a cenema ,it would have a place for © A
performance and a library,coffee shop,bar and a meeting nlace.So if we sell it at 90p
which gets a place in London where we can always get good gigs,a cup of coffee and read
a book.The press are going to say we sold out or do we sell it for 65p and get a very
small premises with four rooms.,Its a really funny predicament.We want to get a place for
bands like ourselves to gig and a n1ce coffee shop and we could do it,




i What haﬁpened/wég we ST;§€E—Eheré and so many people turned up that the next time we played

A there the police put pressure on the council to go and check it out.So when they checked it
out they found it was only liscensed to hold 250 people and there were 6 or 700 neople there
and it was really good.Then they said if we did nlay there we could only fit 250 people in

N which would mean a group of people around the front of the stage which would be really

¥ fuckin stupid and that was-one of the main reasons why weve decided not_to p}az thg:eaﬁr,r
el adEr . N xale. WECOSTL T S0 -
It's a pity feally ;cause'all the gigs except the last one were really good ones, they were

the only time when there was any
e us a terrible reputation of
hink,

really friendly warm gigs.The one with the big punch up was
trouble there and that was the one that was reported which gav
violence and weve had less violence at our gigs than most: aqgs I should t
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B 00 THINK THAT REPUTATION WILL MAKE THE TROUBLE MAKERS COME ALONG 2 ,..\,ﬁt " p
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No¥ 1 mean it was amasing at our gig at High Wycombe,you know you've got a huge section of

skinheads and a huge section of punks leaping around together but there wasn't one bit of
aggresion in it and nobody minded.Quite a nice sight really,put I wouldn't like to be in the
middle of_it.They were actually having fun! ‘ .
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Yeah,I think because we haven't taken sides and refused to,weve'had 2 gigs smashed up by

people who claim to be right wing N,F, and 1 by people who claim to be left wing S.W,P, and
because we have'nt been prepared to wag a finger saying"They're the enemy" and people

know that .After our last moonlight gig there were a large group of skinheads hanging around
the station and we've got to find a way to stop that situation happening.If we get people

to go to the mext stop down the line.I think we:can defuse it, *
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We used to jump in and pull people apart but there is a 1imit to what I can deal with.Its a
kind of side issue but I think peoples behaviour at gigs is up to them.

Yeah.,But all I'm saying is that they should be really carefull cause you do get fucked

over,
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A lot of people who came down to see us were quite young,I mean thirteen or so and then they

come into a gig take some speed or a few blues or a couple of downers or. something and
then they'll go outside and get confronted by some mean looking skinheads and just shit
themselves and I think you have to know 1009 what you're doing to survive it really.I've
sort of done it,taken a few blues or something and been shouted at and thought I could get

killed. I think you've got to know what you're doing and be carefmll,
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Given the atmousphere in London at the moment if one wants to have purple hair,wear W
chains and all the rest of it part of that condition is knowing that you're gding to Sﬁ”
be confronted by ten skinheads in the underground.By putting on that outfit youjare :
accepting that . One does'nt have to do it,you dont have to have purple hair to listen

to a certain type of music.So if you do set yourself up you've got to know what you're

v T \4 N { e
The difficulty at the moment is that the people with purple hair are looking to us
the answers and theres not a lot we can do about it.If someone comes to a @#lg to see
us with purple hair they're the ones with purple hair,we're not.There are some things
we can do about itrye cant refuse to take sides and thats like saying its up to the

people at the gigs to find there own way of doing it.
" mmEm - - - - W - - w umsLi.A

I 'would'nt wear a Crass badge if I was going to town because I know the sort of attension
its likely yo attract.I dont care to advertise m§ infinitys to anything at all,Spraying the
underground is really an objection to some posters,its notjust saying Crass,if we see a
sexist poster we'll say"Do you really believe this crap?"We do it as an alternative because
there is one set of people saying "Buy this",we're just saying no.We dont vandelise,we
just spray on posters or occationly litterbins.

VRN A RN NYX

THAT WAS THE LAST PART OF THE CRASS INTERVIEW,
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We wrote off to Abbo the
singer with U.K. Decay
asking’ him for some info
about the group.When we
recieved it we decided that we :
might as well use the whole letter
but first I will give vou a run
down of their history.

U.K. DECAY are:
ABBO, . .Vocals/Guitar,
STEVE. .Drums/Percussion.
SPON...5 String guitar/

Keyboards.
SEGOVIA.........Bass.

The band first instigated late 1978,then a three
plece called "The Rezistors",the bhand went thro-
ugh a couple of line-up changes settleing down
in May 1979 with Abbo,Steve and Segovia.After
the discovery of another band using the same nam
€ a new name was quickly sought,and one of the
choices stuck.U.K. Decay was the title of one of

the newer songs,and it seemed the best choice
for the new band name.’

Around this time,contact was established with a
couple of other local bands,PHEUMONIA and"THE
CLIPS".After playing a few gigs with Pheumonia
a mutal agreement was made,being the two bands
had similar aims.It was decided that a double
single featureing the two parties would be a
reasonabaly good idea,thus resulted "THE SPLIT
SINGLE".

On the side featureing U.K.Decay there are two
tracks,U.K.Decay and Car €rash bhoth written by
guitarist Abbo.!

The '"Split Single proved to be a successful
ventire obtaining several airplays by .Tohn Peel
and also,was reviewed in N.M,E. and Record
Mirror.All in all,2000 plus copies have heen
sold to date.Due to various difficulties in
performing as a three.piece,it was at this noint
that the band decided to expand their sound with
the addition of a forth member.Although Pheumoni
had been shareing equal success with the single

tE}ngS were'nt working out very well with the
" [ ] :

\
Musical and person
al problems where gett-
ing-the better of founder
member and main song writer,
guitarist Snon,so when the

oppertunity arouse of a vacancy
in a trouble free U.K.Decay Spon
accented.S6 with the addition of new
guitarist Snon,the band,Abbo in parti-
cular is left a lot freer,and the new
songwriting abilities will push the band to
a more competant and professional sound.

: During the course of 1979 an enormous amount

of attension has been shown locally and the
band U.K. Decay,were almost responsible for
leading the upsurge in the local music scene.
Continually playing to riotous and packed
audiences locally,the band are bheginning to
figure as a name and a viable proposition
nationally!A definate proposition for the 80's.
U.K. Decav have also released their own e.p.
called the Black Cat which has sold over

3,500 copies so far.

W nOCTOR JECKYL
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| BETTER TAPES

Why bother making records when you can release your
own cassette. Make a few, when they sell come back for
more, quick and easy. Xerox your labels and inserts..

GOPIES ONTO TAPE SUPPLIED BY US
€30 - 70p. C60 - 90p. €90 - £1.10
PRICES INCLUDE TAPE, COPY & CASE

BELTER BADGES IAPE DEPT. 64A NOTTING HILL GALE. LONDON W1l
Walk-in 11-5 weekdays, or 15p pdp per tape. Phone 229 491y
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Dear Mr Back Issue,

Merci beaucoup nour vour
consisting of two tracks,"For my Country" (An
"Unwind".They are re-recorded versions of the
us enough time to fullfill the songs potential
in eleven hours,to record and produce.) We
obviously have what we feel to be more'edge’
gave it on the session.We decided to sign for

sales of the Black 45 E.P. topped 3} thousand |

reliwsve some ofthe nressure on us to write,
and also maintain some sort of living all at
from Plastic Records into a new shop fq?"
records,t-shirts,fanzines and other
shop as a community centre type
Luton but of Stevenage,Leighton Buzzard
central means of meeting each other
‘take a great deal of intrest in our
fifteen to twentyfive,We nlayed an
carnival on bank holiday Monday so as
and read about us in the paper could
(For we are essentially a live band).
Lutons violent renutation hut it
Steve Harle had his head cut open by
second number.We played on after the
leaving a trail of injured skins, ,
at the end af the gig a groun of about
up.The result was an all out bloodbath
with these huge tank-like creatures,
it all drew $o an end the police
Crowbar Chris(our manager) .However a
filmed the whole lot including Chris
“long term plans to release the film to
Although the name has conjoured up lots
s we firmly state we are of no political
anarchist.and all of us have tendencies
‘indulge ourselves too heavily in politics
of music.We have only played three gigs in
following inthe Midlands and in the Home
great deal of mail recently. (about ten
existance worthwhile.Our next venture will
to take in the places where we have
time or experience to plav.We also plan to
‘summer whéch will not contain anything
we are currently working on, which we
- we presently do.
Abbo,

\,

letter.We will be realeaseing a new single
anti-patriotism come synical affair) and

Peel session which we considered did not give
in the allocated studio time(i.e. four songs
produced- the single ourselves so it will

then the professional producer Bob Seargent
Fresh who offered us a one off deal after the .
coupled with the Peel session,so as. we could
record,produce,market and eventually play live
the same time.So we have redirected the money
at 46 John Street,Luton,Beds,which will sell

. new wave paraphanalia.However we do see the ~.-

_ meeting place for the people not only of
| Bedford e.t.c. who do'nt have any
then at our gigs.As a band we try to -
audience,which range in age from about
! open air gig as part of the Luton free
'\  the vounger neople who buy our discs
experience what we are all about.
I don't know if you've heard of
-~/ lived un to all our worsat fears.
a broken bottle thrown during the
! punks had chased the culprits away
. funkys,and parents and kids.However
150 bozo's arrived to smash the gig
withs hoards of young punks tangling
the molice not daring to intervene.As
decided to mick Spon(our guitarist)and
bloke from the local college cine-
being thrashed by’three cops.We have
compete with the R'n’R Swindle.
of both left and right-wing expectation
standing.Spon is personally an
towards the left but we do not want to
when we exist mainly for the purpose
London but' we have a substancial
Counties.We seem to be recieveing a ,
letters a week),which has proved our
hopefully be a tour of the North so. as
recieved mail but have not yet had the
record an album at the end of:the
yet released but a whole new set that
feel will be a progression from what

!

Splzz Energu/UK

Decay
Nashville

First up were Luton’s

‘. premiere band, UK Decey.

| And while they may have
been s little regged sround
the jowls, the warm glow of
momhonmaﬁnnLSonq
-titles Hike Nacrophﬂh' ‘Bleck

Cat’, ‘Car Crash’ and ‘Riging

.From The Dead’ show the
kind of perverse bag their
head is in.

The first is far and away
their strongest number with
its sharp chorus wrought
around a subliminal bass
foundstion.

‘UKDK’, the first venture
on to vlnyl and subsequent
‘theme song’ Is surprisingly
their weakeet tune and when
tethered siongside the far
more ambitious "Christian
Disguise’ it really begins to
pale. Personally I'd kke to see
the more mundane pleces
like ‘Middle Of The Road
Man’ and ‘Disco Romance’
ejectad in favewr of an

emphasis on the slabs and
shroud imagery which |
found refreshingly morbid.
Suffice to say | enjoyed
them a lot, and the fact they
were recalled for an encore
proves | was not alone.

SOUNDS December 15, 1979




