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MOR1 FOREST /




LIH... NEED
SOMETHING,
MA'AMP

AH... IT DOES NOT
CONCERN YOU,

SOLDIER! ...BACK
TO WORK!

MY PLEASLIRE,
AISLINN...




MAY T ASK

WHY AN ELF
CAME DOWN

HERE ON
THE GROLIND?

N-NO, IT'S
JUST... YOLI'RE
VERY STRONG.

T'VE NEVER

15 1T
5EQE£|FSSE?LF, TRUE WHAT

THEY SAY?

WHILE YOU

WERE OUT
HERE...

YOU WOULDN'T

HAPPEN TO..,

AHM..,

MY APOLOGIES...
MY PEOPLE ARE
NOT FAMOUS FOR
BEING DELICATE.

DOESN'T
MATTER...

THAT YOU LIVE
DURING THE NIGHT
AND ON THE TREES?
AND THAT YOU ARE
THE MOST ELEGANT

AMONG ALL THE

HUMAN RACES,

THAT

SOLDIER
PROBABLY
WENT TO HIS
PARTNER...
THEY'LL ASK

YOU wWHY
YOU'RE HERE.

TO BE HONEST,
I SHOULON'T BE
OUT HERE
EITHER,



SORRY, | COULON'T HELP
BUT NOTICE YOUR TENSION...
IS IT MY FALLT?P

.00 | LOOK TENSE?

WORRIED...

APPREHENSIVE...

HEH, ONLY 8Y A
LOOK? OR... A
SNIFF?

SHALL | 6LUESS? ...YOU

NEVER TALKED TO A WOLF
BEFORE. THIS PLACE IS

NEW FOR YOU, JUST LIKE
(T IS FOR ME. BUT...

LOOKS LIKE YOU WERE

SEARCHING FOR

SOMETHING... YOLIR
LOOK...

YOU HAVE A
KEEN EYE...

HEH... WELL...
THANKS!
HOW DID YOU...?

¥ YOU WERE REALLY
SEARCHING FOR
SOMETHING, THEN...

HEH... HM... MAYBE?

HAVE ON, AKIO..,
WHAT ELSE CAN YOU SEE?P

WELL... YOUR SMELL
1S DIFFERENT FROM
THE ONE OF THE
OTHER ELVES UP

THERE... SO YOU
COME FROM ANOTHER
PLACE! A PLACE

FAR AWAY FROM

HERE..,

YOUR LUNIFORM
IS THAT OF A
RANGER, 8UT

YOUR HAIR AND

YOUR MANNERS

ARE NOT... YOU

DON'T BELONG N

THIS PLACE...

¥ ..YOU DON'T LIKE
¥y IT.. YET..YOU
§ CAME DOWN FROM
THE TREES TO THE
GROUND! YOU HAVE
AN ADVENTUROUS
SPIRIT... YOU DON'T
EVEN LIKE THE
PLACE YOU CAME
FROM, WHEN |
MENTIONED IT YOUR
SMELL CHANGED!

A YOUR HEART IS TORN
BETWEEN THESE
TWO PLACES!
| CAT[\ITFEEL

..REMEMBERING
THE PLACE YOU

COME FROM MAKES
YOU FEEL SAD... 80, |
THINK YOU EITHER HAD TO
&0 AWAY FROM THERE

TO COME HERE... YOU
WERE WORRIED TO COME
BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT
YOU COULON'T BE STRONG
ENOUGH FOR A DANGEROUS
PLACE LIKE THE FOREST...
BUT YOUR SPIRIT IS
ADVENTUROUS... MAYEE,
LATER YOU DISCOVERED
THIS PLACE IS NOT AS
ADVENTUROUS AS YOU
THOUGHT... ANOTHER
REASON WHY YOU DON'T
LIKE STAYING HERE...

THIS SQUAD OF
RANGERS CAME HERE
YESTERDAY... AND
YOU WERE SKEPTICAL
BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT
THIS WAS GOING TO BE
JUST ANOTHER BORING
NIGHT IN THE FOREST...
BUT NOW YOU'RE
NOT 50 SURE..




ARE YOU WORRIED O-UH... EHEH
QECAUSE YOU'RE ON L. AH.. y=yOUu
THE GROUND? IT'S WERE RIGHT...

THERE ARE
WOLVES IN
THE WOODS,
THEY SAY...

| WAS WORRIED

ABOUT SOMETHING

[ LOST... I'M

SEARCHING FOR
ITisss

T THINK IT FELL AH... IF 1T
DOWN FROM THE 8ROKE... SR LNES
TREE, DON'T KNOW you
Sl FIND IT?

WHAT DID
You
LOSE?

8203 Li_HSEUS—éDN’T WAS HE BOTHERING
YOU, MA'AM?
HEY, SOLDIER! 60 BACK TO

SLEEP!




HE’'S WITH ME!

I NEED HIS HELP
TO DO A THINE...

MA'AM... HE'S JUST

A COMMON SOLDIER,
IF YOU OR ANOTHER
ELF NEED SOMETHING,
YOU CAN ASK THE
GUARDS,

WE'RE CROSSIN
YOUR LAND 50O
YOU CAN ASK
WHAT YOU WANT,

BUT HE'S JUST...

COULD [ TALK TO YOUR

HE'LL BE BACK SLPERIOR, MA'AM?

BEFORE THE
SUNRISE, |
PROMISE!

T'M THE HEAD
RANGER OF THIS
5QUAD, S0...

DON'T WORRY!
HE'LL BE BACK
SAFE AND SOUND
BEFORE THE
SUNRISE, AS
I SAID...

HEAD RANGERS

HAVE GREEN ARROWS,
YOURS ARE WHITE...

[ READ IT IN A BOOK!

DON'T WORRY,
HE DION'T
SMELL YOUR

LIE.

MY FRIEND, THE
REAL HEAD
RANGER OF MY
SQUAD, SHE
SAID THAT SINCE
YOU'RE
CROSSING OuR
LAND WE CAN
Ask YOU
WHATEVER WE
WANT... WOLVES
NEVER SAY NO
BECAUSE THEY
DON'T WANT
PROBLEMS WITH
us, YOU'RE
ALWAYS
HELPFUL... IS
THAT TRUE?




DEPENDS 8Y THE
WAY YOU ASK

SOMETHING.

WHAT DID SOMETHING.,. NOT PERMITTED.
YOU LOSE? A BLLE E&EG...A SYLVAN
DRACONID'S EGE...

CAN YOU HELP
ME FIND
SOMETHING

[ LOST? YOUR
NOSE CAN 2E
VERY HELPFLL.

DOES IT LOOK LIKE A gIG
LIZARD, WHITE SKIN, PEARLY
PLUMAGE, BIG PLPPY EYES?

YEAH, THEN HE ‘ AH... IT'S TOO SOON.

1S THAT ~..AND RAN .
A { JUMPED DOWN Soiny N THar L ~STARS, HELP HIM

WINDOW? HERE.. DICECTION.

TOO SOON?



IT SHOULO'VE
HATCHED
NEXT TENTH/

I FOUND ITS NEST
LAST MONTH,
IT WAS THE ONLY EG&
THAT CEMAINED...
I FELT SORRY FOR IT.

WHY'D YOU GIVE
HIM A HUMAN NAME?P

TYRION? ...l DON'T KNOW,
I LIKED IT/ NOW T HOPE
HE'S A MALE, AND NOT
A FEMALE, EHEH... AH...
TAMING ANIMALS IS ILLEGAL
FOR ELVES, MAYBE YOU
DION'T KNOW.., | JUST
WANNA TAKE CARE OF THE
LITTLE DRACONID! AND SINCE
MY FRIEND IS THE HEAD
RANGER OF THIS SQUAD
SHE SAID IT WAS FINE...

LI'M S0RRY, AKIO.

| KNOW THAT WOLVES
DON'T LIKE BREAKING
RULES... | HOPE IT
DOESN'T BOTHER
YOU... HELPING ME.

NOT AT ALL...
*SNIFF

WE'RE NOT
NOCTURNAL LIKE
ELVES 8UT... WE
USE OUR NOSE,
MORE THAN OUR

EYES... SO IT
DOESN'T MATTER,
DON'T WOReY,

AISLINN,

CAN YOU
SMELL IT?

LIS HE
VERY FARP

.. | DON'T LIKE
STAYING HERE
ON THE @ROLIND...

NO, HE'S NOT FAR...
HE'S MOVING. I CAN
SMELL HIM,

THIS WAY,

AH, THANK
THE STARS,
HE'S FINE.



’ WELL... IT'S VERY USEFUL/

IF IT'S NOT LIKE A SENTINEL, T CAN TRAIN HIM
PERMITTED, TO WARN ME IF SOMEONE COMES
WHY DO YOU CLOSER... AN ANIMAL OP A ENEMY/
WANT TO T COULD TRAIN HIM TO BRING ME
TAME THAT OBJIECTS OR TAKE ME TO

ORACONIO? SOMEONE IF T GIVE HIM
A TRACK TO SMELL.

6OT ITf 00D IDEA, ALSO,
A SYLVAN DRACONID
LOOKS PRETTY CUTE:
MY SKILLS HERE...
IN THE FOREST...
I'M NOT A RANGER,
IT COULD 8E
USEFUL TO HAVE
SOME HELP.

I WAS WONDERING... WHY DID YOU ASK YOU SHOULD'VE
FOR MY HELP, AND ASKED HIM... IT

LIE TO THAT GUARD? WOULD'VE BEEN
EASIER,

YOU... APPROACHED ME... ' THE E6G FELL ON
OIFFERENTLY! ALSO... YOUR WINDOW, ?oégeoeo*rﬁg

SINCE IT'S AGAINST THE PULES, IT WAS DESTINY!
I.. T DON'T KNOW,

..I THOUGHT IT WAS
BETTER ASKING YOLU.
AND T WAS RIGHT!




. OH, RIGHT, I'M SORRY,
WHY BECAUSE HE'S STILL ALIVE T FORGOT THAT ELVES

o AND NOT... DEVOURED 8Y WORSHIO THE STARS.

SAY "THANK A CREATURE OF THE GROLIND.
THE STARS"?

YES: EVERY WOLF HAS ITS
OWN LINIQUE KATANA. THAT'S
WHY WE PERSONALIZE THEM,

WARRIORS WRITE
THEIR NAMES ON THEM IN
OUR ANCIENT LANGUAGE...

TTHINK T I HEARD YOU
PCEAD IT STARS ARE THE SPIRITS OF OUR PEMEMBER YOUR

ANCESTORS! WHEN AN ELF DIES,
SOMEWHERE... Jf we puT Hee 800y IN A saceeo Teunk... | G522, 100 WTH
AT NIGHT, HER GODY TURNS INTO LIGHT Lt
THAT EVAPORATES LIP TO THE SKY oAlesl B
AND BECOMES A STAR, e i

YOU HAVE STARS TO REMEMBER

YOUR DEAD, WE HAVE KATANAS

TO REMEMBER OLIRS! EVEN IF

WE DON'T THINK THE SPIRITS

OF THE WOLVES WHO OWNED
THEM LIVE INSIDE.

T LINDERSTAND.




,..YOU SAID

THIS IS A PIECE OF HE MUST BE YOU'RE NOT A CAN T ASK YOU WHY
HIS EGESHELL. CLOSE... PANGER, AM YOU'RE WITH THE
T RIGHT? SQUAD THAT IS
"ESCORTING" USSP

.15 WATCHING BEGINNER :
SOLDIERS WALKING TO : e L

THE BATTLEFRONT RANGER, THAT'S WHY

ENngﬁéwaéslg T'M WITH THIS SQUAD...

MAY T ASK YOU ' HOW LONG HAS IT
SOMETHING ELSE?P BEEN SINCE YOU HOW DO YOU
LEFT AVARION? KNOW I COME
FROM THE
ELVEN CITY?

I TOLD YOU,
YOUR SMELL IS
DIFFERENT FROM

THE SMELL OF
THE OTHER ELVES...

S50 ARE YOUR
MANNERS, AND
YOUR HAIRSTYLE.

Mot 1o OF COURSE!

CURIOSITY! woeey,
SORRY, AKIO! AISLINN.

NOT NOwW/




.

L1

AH! THERE
HE 1S.

THANK THE AND ON THE
STARS! HE'S OTHER SIDE OF
FINE... AND... THIS CANYON..,

HE'S A MALES
EHEH...
AND CUTE.

HOW DID HE GET THEREP
IT'S LIKE... &, 7 METERS FAR!

HE'S TOO YOUNE TO FLY, $0...
HE GLIDED, T SUPPOSE.

T e
QUICK! HE COLLD
TREES HERE, AND...

SCARE, AND RLIN
AWAY IF HE SEES LIS,




YOU ARPE

EREAT,
Akl1or7/




YEP! HERE,
TAKE HIM:

OOOH, gY THE
STARS!

LOOK AT YOU/

THANKS, AKIO!
REALLY!
| COULD..,

OHZ/

WHAT'S
WRONG?

BLOOD!
HE'S...

OH, NO! DON'T
WORRY, IT'S MINE.

I THINK T CUT MY PAW
ON A ROCK OR
SOMETHING, THAT'S
NOT HIS g8LOO0D.

AH/ LET ME
HELP YOU/!/

DON'T wWORrRY,
AISLINN...

LTS
JUST A
SCRATCH.

A SCRATCH?!
YOU'RE BLEEDING/!

STOP ACTING
LIKE YOU DON'T
CARE! YOU'RE
BLEEDING A LOT/

WE ARE TRAINED TO
IENORE THE PAIN,
DON'T YOU KNOW?

WELL, IT DOESN'T
MATTER! I DON'T
WANT IT TO GET
INFECTED.

IMPOSSIBLE,
[ CAN'T
CONTRACT
INFECTIONS OR
DISEASES...




EVERY WOLF TAKES
A SPECIAL POTION
AT THE AGE OF FOUR/

IF HE SURVIVES HE
CANNOT 8E INFECTED
8Y ANYTHING OR

CONTRACT DISEASES...

DON'T YOU KNOW?

OH... RIGHT... Y-YEAH,
[ HEARD ABOUT IT..,

AH... WELL THEN, T ODON'T

WANT YOU TO DIRTY YOUR

PANTS WITH 8LOOD...
ALL RIGHT?

OH, YOU'RE
A HEALER/
COOL.

THANK YOU,
AISLINN.

NO, THANK

..DIDN'T CLOSE
THE BAG...




AH...
T-TYRION?
HEY,
LIL" ONE...
DON'T...

NO, NO,
NO NO NO!




P OK! MAYRE |
CAN 6O DOWN
THERE SOME...




+.YOU LITTLE RECKLESS
TROUBLEMAKER!

HAH/ HEROIC!
600D 80OY, : AHAH! AMAZING!
STAY THERE,
TYRION!

AH... HOW DID YOU AREN'T YOU C'MERE YOU

o |
KNOW THAT THE - CHARMING: LITTLE ROMP!

WATER WAS DEEP %,

ENOUGH? YOU EHEH

COULD'VE HURT
YOURSELF!

OH, WELL...
THERE WAS
A LOVELY

HEALER
NEARRBY,
S0...




7 | WOLILD NEVER
+AND YOU'RE SHAKE CLOSE TO
SOMKED. YOU. PAROLE! |
SWEAR ON THE
5 SAGES.

AHAHA!
THANK YOU.

PHEW! ...00 YOU OH, IT'S JUST...
[ IMAGINED CONSIDER A DICTUM.
MY EIRST YOURSELF
DAY WITH HIS...
TYRION...
MORE

CALM. A WAY OF

SAYING.

| THOUGHT
IT WAS
COMMON
A MOTHER'S IN THE 5
JORB NEVER - CLANS
ENDS. TOO:

MIDWIVES RAISE WHA... REALLY? SENSEIS CHOOSE WHEN WE REACH . THE MEMRERS

PLUPPIES IN THE 20 OR MORE OuUR FOLIRTH OF OUR TROOP
' PLIPPIES OF THEIR YEAR OF AGE THE r
5 CLANS, NOT ARE BROTHERS!
‘ SENSE| BECOMES ' 1re CLAN 1S

: OWN SEX...
PARENTS. -
OUR FATHER... OLR FAMILY.

S0... YOU WILL
NEVER KNOW
WHO YOuR
MOTHER

WAS,




HMBBrR . g8y THE

SMELL,
OF
COURSE!

HOW
couLp you
RECOENIZE
HER? I
MEAN...

YOU WERE
RIGHT...

I THOUGHT THIS WAS
GOING TO 8E JUST
ANOTHER BORING
NIGHT IN THE MORI
FOREST, HEH...

THANK YOU! FOR
EVERYTHING.

I'M AT YOUR
SERVICE.

YA KNOW, MOST PEOPLE
THINK THAT EVERY WOLF IN
THE FIVE CLANS 1S JUST A

BRAINLESS SOLDIER.
WHEN T WAS A CHILD,
I READ ABOUT OOKAMI,
THE FIRST WOLF WARRIOR.
I COULDN'T BELIEVE ALL
THE THINGS THAT
PEOPLE SAID...

AH, YES! READING CAN
SERIOUSLY DAMAGE
IGNORANCE.

HAH... T'M OKAY, OKAY! 8UT DON'T WAG
DELIGHTED TO YOUR TAIL LIKE THAT. ...UHP

HAVE PROVEN YOU ...WHAT'S WRON& TYRION?
WERE RIGHT THIS WHA...OH RIGHT!

WHOLE TIME. YOU'RE HUNGRY:
EHEHEH!




“ME, A
MOTHER...

50 TO SPEAK...

HERE,
TYRION.

DELICIOUS
MUSH!

I'M NOT A RANGER,
AND T COME FROM
THE ELVEN CITY OF
AVARION, YES... 8UT.,

AH... T ACTUALLY
RAN AWAY FROM
THERE... MONTHS
AGO... MY FRIEND,
KEIRA, THE HEAD
RANGER OF THIS
SQUAD, HELPED
ME TO ESCAPE.




T SHOULDON'T
HAVE TOLD YOU
THIS... SORRY!

I... DON'T KNOW
WHY I... AH,
DAMN.

ARE YOU
A FUBITIVE?

NO, NOT EXACTLY.
HAH...

W IT'S COMPLICATED.
SEE, SOMETIMES
RLULES ARE.. LIKE
CHAINS! AND YOLU...

I HAD TO €O
AwWAY! |
COULDN'T STAY.

P-PLEASE, |
KNOW IT'S NOT
FAIR FROM ME
TO ASK YOU B8UT...

+DON'T TELL
THE GUARDS...

DON'T TELL

ANYONE!

WHAT DID YOU 0O?

TYRION?
COME HERE!

I AM... HAH...
BETROTHED...
TO THE SON OF A
SAGE OF AVARION!
A PRE-DEFINED
WEDDING, TO LUNITE
THE FAMILIES OF
2 SAGES... OUR
MOTHERS...

ROYAL 8LOOD
FLOWS THROUGH
MY VEINS, THEY

SAY... EVERY DECISION
OF MY LIFE WAS MADE

8Y MY MOTHER..,

EVEN THIS!
I... I COULON'T
REFUSE THIS!

IT WAS TOO
IMPORTANT FOR
THE ENTIRE CITY!

I WAS... TRAPPED...
I DION'T KNOW WHAT
TO DO... I COULDN'T

STAY THERE...




MY ENTIRE LIFE WAS...
MANIPULATED TO TURN
ME INTO... INTO MY
MOTHER! ANOTHER
SAGE! T NEVER
WANTED THAT/

I UNDERSTAND...
EVERYONE HAS A
PLACE IN THIS WORLD, A
PURPOSE.., EVEN IF
WE DO NOT LIKE IT,

l... SACRIFIED MYSELF
ALL MY LIFE FOR MY
MOTHER'S WILL..,
NOT THIS TIME, NOT
MY FUTURE.

SOMETIMES WE HAVE
TO SACRIFICE
OURSELVES FOR IT.

B8UT... AISLINN,
WE ALL HAVE A
ROLE TO pPLAY
IN THIS WORLD!
MAYRE YOU...

YES, OF COURSE!
T'VE HEARD THAT A
MILLION TIMES. 8UT...

IT'S UP TO ME TO
CHOOSE MINE, NOT
ANY ONE ELSE.

YOU'VE BEEN A SOLIDER
SINCE THE DAY YOU WERE
BORN, SO... I... DON'T
KNOW IF YOU CAN
LUNDERSTAND MY

REASONS, gUT..

T LINDERSTAND,

YES, T'VE ALWAYS
BEEN A SOLDIER.
MY LIFE WAS PUT
ON A PATH BEFORE
I COULD EVEN
CHOOSE... T HAD NO
WAY TO MAKE A
DIFFERENT CHOICE
FROM THE ONES
THEY... SHOWED ME.
S0, YES..
I KNOW WHAT
YOU FEEL.

8UT | AM A SOLDIER,
A WARRIOR OF THE S
CLANS! MY wAY
LEADS ME TO FIGHT
THE 6OLDEN LEGIONS.
TO PROTECT THE
FREEDOM OF THIS
WORLD FROM THE
TYRANT... 80...

IT IS MY CHOICE,
YES... | CHOOSE
THIS! AND NOT
BECAUSE THIS IS
WHAT THE CLAN
WANTS ME TO
CHOOSE.




GREAT OOKAMI...

I START TALKING LIKE... AH,..,

YA KNOW,THAT SENTENCE WAS

ENOL&GH TO 8E PLINISHED 8Y
MY SENSEL. EHEHE!

WELL, YOU
ARE NOT A
RECRUIT

ANYMORE.

WE SHOULD
60 B8ACK.

YOU KNOW... I
THOUGHT IT WAS
DIFFERENT HERE.

MAYBE
THERE'S
MORE
FURTHER
FROM
THE HUT,

IT'S... NOT
A THEORY
I WANT TO
VALIDATE
RIGHT NOW.

HERE ON THE

&ROLIND? YES. T ALWAYS
THOUGHT THE MOR!
FOREST WAS FLILL

OF QEASTS...




LET ME CHECK THAT

LITTLE MONSTER OUT...

YOU KNOW...
I'VE ALWAYS
BEEN FASCINATED
BY ANIMALS...

ALWAYS WANTED
TO BE A RANGER

WITH MY FRIEND
KEIRA... BUT SINCE

MY MOTHER

BECAME A SAGE,
SHE CHOSE THAT 1
HAVE TO FOLLOW
IN HER FOOTSTEPS
AND STUDY TO 8E
A SAGE LIKE HER.

THE HEAD
RANGER OF
THIS SQUAD,
SHE HELPED
ME ESCAPE
FROM

AVARION AND
SHE HIDES
ME HERE...

THANKS FOR
CHOOSING
O kEER

MY SECRET...

AND THANKS FOR
YOUR HELP! IF
YOU WOULDN'T
HAVE FOLIND
TYRION...

MAYBE THE STARS
GUIDED HIM SO
WE WOULD MEET,

HE'S TRYING
TO RUN AWAY
AGAIN...

THESE WILL
BE SOME
VERY
ENLIVENED
NIGHTS!




X vES, BUT ONLY FEW @

OF THEM WERE...
A LOVERS, YA
' KNOW?

T-THIRTY TWO
MATES?!

..8Y
THE
STARS/

THE LAST YEAR IN
THE CLAN MALES
AND FEMALES
FINALLY MEET FOR
THE COLRTSHIP...
IT'S ROMANTIC...
HEH, YOU CAN
SEE HEARTLESS
WARRIORS TURN
INTO SWEET PUP-
PIES., EHEH/

IT'S BAD

ONLY IF YOU
DON'T LIKE
THE OTHER SEX.

AT LEAST YOU
CAN CHOOSE THE
PARTNER... OLUR
MOTHERS CHOOSE
FOR US. AND IT'S
ONLY FOR... HM...
FOR THE &LORY OF
THE FAMILY OR...
MAKING ALLIANCES,
CONSOLIDATE
RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN

FAMILIES.

WELL, FUCK YOU
ALL, IDIOTS! NOT
ME.

AH... ONE OF THE

THINGS | WILL NOT

MISS HERE IN
THE FOREST.

AHAHA! FLICK YES! SEE THE
POSITIVE SIDES OF THIS
RANGER LIFE. EHEHE

WILL YOUR SQUAD

ESCORT US UNTIL

WE'LL REACH THE
BATTLEFRONT?

YES. WAL S
THE PLAN,

IT WILL NOT 8E
SOON, YA" KNOW?

WELL .. HEH..,
NOT 8AD, HUH?




IT MEANS WE
WILL MEET

ABGAIN... IF

| CAN CONVINCE
THE GLARDS |
NEED YOUR
HELP AGAIN.

EHEH!
wouLp
BE GREAT,
AISLINN.

AH, THE GUARDS ARE
STILL HERE, OF COLIRSE!
| SHOULD &0 BEFORE

THEY SEE US HERE
LIKE THIS, EHEH/

RIGHT! LET ME COME BACK
TO THE TREES. AH... HEY!
IF... IF YOU WERE SERIOUS...

I MEAN, ABOUT...
SEEING EACHOTHER
AGAIN, AH..,




JUST IN CASE
WE'LL NEVER...
MEET AGAIN...

I wisH YOu
&00D LUCK.

WE BOTH DION'T
HAVE THE LIFE
WE WANTED, 8UT
AT LEAST YOU
HAVE THE CHANCE
TO CHANGE IT
NOW...

I
REALLY
HOPE
YOU'LL 8E
HAPPY,

AND TAKE
CARE OF THAT
RASCAL.

IF ANYONE TRIES TO
TAKE HIM AWAY FROM
YOU BECAUSE IT'S
FORBIDDEN, JUST TELL
THEM THAT YOU KNOW
A BI& SAIZU WOLF WHO
WILL MAKE THEM
CHANGE THEIR MIND!

THAT WILL

CERTANLY PUT

YOU IN TROUBLE,
EHEH!

1I'D BE FORCED TO
ESCAPE, AHAH! A
WOLF AND AN
ELVEN PRINCESS...
SOLINDS 6OOD.







3 YEARS LATER

The BATTLEFRONT

ALMOST
READY!

LLILK...BY THE GREAT
OOKAML.. DAILY

TRAINING IS KILLING
ME, I'M GETTING
OLD... HAH...

WHAT WILL

YOu pO
ABOUT IT?
: — '
OH, I'D LOVE TO WELL, THAT B, et

TVS%OY[’%UCEEEI?% SEE CLAN AKA DAY 15 NOT | THINK I'LL MISS
A e THE BATTLEFRONT

CONTINUE YOUR SO FAR, MY AND YOUR UGLY

ONE DAY.., /
JOR UP THERE? OLD FRIEND! W (177 5 WHEN T
AHAHA!!
BECOME A
@ D FARMER!
/, (@ WHA
/ ) A FUCKING
, f FARMER?!
: l# WHY NOT? IT'LL

NOT BE FAR AWAY

(V) FROM HERE, AND
i IT’S AN IMPORTANT

JORB! EHEHE!

YEAH BUT... A
FUCKING FARMER!
C'MON! WHY NOT
A BLACKSMITH
AGAIN? OR
SOMETHING MORE
..EXCITING THAN A
FARMER, AT

WHEN YOU REACH
MY AGE, YOU'LL
PROBABLY HAVE
HAD QUITE
ENOUGH
EXCITEMENT!

WELL, [F YOUu
REACH MY AGE

OH... | SAW A WOLF
WHO'S THAT GIANT WITH WARPAINT LIKE

OuT THERE...P

AGO, IN BATTLE!
THAT WAS A REAL

MONSTER!

THESE ONLY ONCE IN
MY LIFE... A DECADE

BLACK FUR OF
KURO CLAN, 8UT
THE SIZE OF A
WOLF FROM CLAN
SAIZU... | BET
THAT 6LY IS A
WARRIOR LIKE
FEW!!




Ty
THIS GUY IS ' OOOOH, YEAH! HEY, YOU'RE l... THOUGHT... | DEFINETLY HAVE TO
AN IDIOT LIKE PIGHT, AKASL., HAH! | HAD EVERYONE KNEW EXPAND MY CULTLIRE.
FEW... NO IDEA... WHO WOULD'VE THAT THE SLIN TEHEHE!

THOUGHT? WAS A STAR..

L-LOOK... YOU DON'T HAVE

WOFF... OK, SECTOR TO 8E 5O NERVOUS... | DON'T 50... A”F?rigﬁ\fg”:
prididae, BN e O e 2 OH, HEY! RIGHT FIRST MET
PICK UP THE PACE. HUMANOID COULD SMELL IT. o S ey

I'M JUST AN ESCORT FOR YOU

!
IN THIS MISSION, OKk? BALCONY!

"ANALYZE" ME!
PEMEMBER?

| ALWAYS 8EEN CURIOUS s AH SEE..

BECAUSE TRACKERS CAN C'MON! DO IT USLALLY [ WILL NOT/
LINDERSTAND EVERYTHING NOW! T'M VERY o Ginygere e el
ABOUT SOMEONE 8Y A VERY VERY VERY Y oeopLpe woRRy!
SINGLE SNIFF/ | ASKED YA cuelous/ NERVOLIS HEHE!

TO DO IT TO ME 8UT AND..,

THEN THAT &UY WITHOUT
THE ARM INTERRUIPTED
Us! _EMEMBER?

S

OH, DON'T wOoRRY!
IT'S VERY HARD TO
FREAK ME OUT/ EHEHE/

AND MOST OF
THEM DON'T WANNA
KNOW SO MmucH
ABOUT THEMSELVES...
SPECIALLY FROM A
STRANGER...

WHY DOES THAT MAKE
PEOPLE NERVOLIS?

OK... LET'S
TRY..

WELL... IT'S
WEIRD WHEN
SOMEONE YOU
NEVER MET KNOWS
50 MUCH ABOUT
YOU AFTER A SINGLE
WHIFF, NOP




YOU'RE 31 YEARS [
OLD, NO, 30!

YOU HAD A i

YES! HOW DO YOU...

/& BROTHER... A TWIN,
MOST PROBABLY!

YOU LOST HIM,
RECENTLY! EVEN
IF YOU ARE
TRAINED TO
IEGNORE THESE
FEELINGS YOU
ARE STILL SAD,
NO, ANGRY ABOUT
THAT... ISN'T IT?

YOUR NECKLACE,
THE RINKU YOU HAVE.
YOU KEEP LOOKING
AT IT, EVERYTIME YOU
GET SAD... IT HAS A
DIFFERENT SMELL,
EVEN IF WEAK | CAN
SMELL A DIFFERENT
TRACK ON IT, SIMILIAR
TO YOURS g8UT STILL
DIFFERENT. A RINKU
HAS TO 2E SPLITTED IN
TWO PARTS, ONE FOR
EACH BROTHER, IT
MEANS BROTHERLY
LOVE... S0O...

| KNOW HE DIED AND
DID NOT JUST LEFT HIS
PART OF IT TO YOU
BECAUSE YOU KEEP
LOOK AT IT AND
BECOME SAD... YOU'RE
EMOTIONALLY
ATTACHED TO IT.

AT YOU | SUPPOSE YOU

DON'T WORRY, IT WAS
HARD TO SMELL YOUR
FEELINGS, EVEN FOR ME/

AND SINCE YOU DID NOT
MENTIONED ANYTHING AND
STOPPED TOUCHING IT

WHENEVER | WAS LOOKING

DON'T WANT TO TALK
D ABOUT IT...

.. THAT'S RIGHT,
YES...

SORRY... SOMETHING...
EASIER, MAYBE... WELL...
YOU ATE BOAR LAST
NIGHT, WITH BEER! AND

YOU DRANK SOME SAKE
THIS MORNING BEFORE
WE LEFT THE TAVERN.., YOU
HAD SEX FOR HOLIRS LAST
NIGHT, | CAN SMELL
TESTOSTERONE, A LOT.
+MAYBE, TOO MUCH.

BY THAT AND THE
FACT THAT YOU
CAN DRINK WHENEVER
AND AS MUCH AS YOU
WANT, | CAN ASSUME
THAT, AS AKUMA, YOU
HAVE MORE PRIVILEGES
AND FREEDOM THAN
ANY OTHER SOLDIER.

LIKE DRINKING AND..,

NOT TAKING THE PILL
EVERY YEAR TO..,
STAY STERILE!

UH... CORRECT?

I'M s0RRY, SUJI,
[ DIDN'T WANT
TO BE...

NO, NO!
THAT WAS...
WOW! HEHE!
WELL... IS
THAT ALL
YOU CAN
SEE”

WOFF... NO..,

..CORRECT.

YOu... well..

YOU'RE
EXTROVERT.
SELF ASSURED,
: OUTEOING AND...
EFFLSIVE.

* THAT'S WHY
PEOPLE LIKE
You.,



«AHM L.D-DID YOU 0O

YOU ALWAYS
BEEN LIKE THAT, THIS TO SOMEONE ELSE
AND NOBODY BEFORE?P

EVER TRIED TO
MAKE YOU ANGRY
OrR REFUSE YOU..,
BECALISE ANYONE
CAN SMELL IT ON
YOU... YOU ARE
STRONGER THAN
THEM... YOU'RE
DANGEROUS!
NOBODY MAKES
YOU ANERY OR
BOTHERS YOU..,
WELL... THAT
WARPAINT HELPS
TO CONFIRM THEIR
pougTS.

YES SIR, |
TOLD YOu!

~

HEH... THAT WAS
AWESOME/

..YOUR REACTION
IS SURPRISINGLY...

CALM! COMPARED
TO THE ONE OF
EVERYRODY ELSE.

WHY? WHAT

DID THEY
SAY WHEN
you...?

ALWAYS THE
SAME THINGS:
"STAY AWAY FROM
ME, YOU WEIRDO"
oR:
"FUCK YOU"

ALL TRUE! HEH/ HEY... HEH, IT'S
INCREDIGLE! TRUE... | AM...
..WE JUST MET STRONG! VERY
YESTERDAY AND STRONG! AND...
YOU SMELLED SKILLFULL! THE
ALL OF IT/ PEASON WHY THEY
' CHOSE ME AS

AKUMA! 8UT... I'M
NOT DANGEROUS
FOR YOL.
WE'RE ALLIED!

-~
YES, | KNOW
THAT, SUJL
CAN YOU DO THIS YES! | ALWAYS BEEN LIKE THAT/ THEN | THE BEST? IN THE
TO EVERYONE? KNOW .. WHEN | CAME HERE 7 YEARS DISCOVERED | ' ENTIRE
HE[}YAESET:[ENQ?B%/BELJT AGO | KNEW | WANTED TO RE WAS THE QEST ARMY,
ki s A TRACKER! MY ARILITIES TRACKER OF YES!
' \/ WERE VERY USEFUL AS SPY. THE S CLANS.
WOFF... AND
THAT'S...

WELL...




WELL...I CAN'T TALK
ABOUT THE AKLUMA
TO YOU 8UT... |
CAN SAY IT'S THE

-
A LIFE ON
THE ROAD!
EHEH! |
KNOW HOW

[-IT'S A GREAT HONOR/
IT REALLY IS5, 8UT..,
I'M VERY REQUIRED
ALL OVER THE
BATTLEFRONT BECAUSE
OF THAT! | ALWAYS
HAVE TO TRAVEL.

..RR’I)A.,

WELL... | HAVE
THAT PROBLEM,
PEMEMBER?

DO YOU rEALLY
NEED ME FOR THIS
MISSION? | MEAN..,
WITH YOUR
AgILITIES YOU

CAN FIND AKIO
WITHOUT MY
HELP. EHEHE!

RIGHT... | KNOW VERY
LITTLE ABOUT IT/ THE
SPYMASTER JUST
MENTIONED THE FACT
THAT YOU CAN'T FIGHT
BUT... | DON'T KNOW
WHY..

HE MENTIONED
AN ACCIDENT...
WHAT HAPPENED?

| CAN'T SEE SCARS
ON YER 80DY.

LAST YEAR.., THE NIGHT
OF THE GREAT BATTLE.

S

THESE SPIES ATTACKED THE
CASTLE. EVEN IF THEY COVERED
THEIR SMELL | FOUND THEM..,
THEY WERE HUMANS. THEY
CLIMBED THE WALLS OF
THE CASTLE WHEN |
ARRIVED THERE.

THE ALPHA MALE WAS
PARANOID, HE FEARED
FOR HIS LIFE EVERYDAY.
AND FOR 600D REASON.

I WAS
INVESTIGATING
SOME RECENT
SIGHTINGS OF
ENEMY SPIES NEAR
THE CASTLE OF THE
ALPHA MALE. THERE
WAS A BEGINNER
WITH ME..,

TAKADA.
A SPY.

THE ALPHA MALE WAS
THEIR TARGET, 8UT HE WAS
LEADING THE ARMY... THEY

MISSED THEIR CHANCE.

50, INSTEAD, THEY KILLED
HIS RIGHT-HAND
MAN: AH...



| WAS ON THE

waLLS OF THE “'SSC?ATEEOINE
CASTLE WHEN... THING,
WELL... PUSHED ME
DOWN...

YOU MEAN..
ONE OF THESE
SPIES?

... THE TRUTH I1S... THAT IT'S THE
ONLY EXPLANATION FOR THAT.

| FELL FROM 8
METERS.., AND.,..
| WOKE UP THE

50... YES! I DION'T SEE IT/ T NEXT DAY

SAW HIS FOOTPRINTS ON THE
SNOW, COMING AT ME, 8UT...

I DION'T SEE [T/ AND...

IT PUSHED ME DOWN OFF
THE WALLS.

..1 DIDN'T SEE IT.

W

MY SKULL AND MY SPINE
WERE BROKEN;: THEY
THOLGHT I WAS DEAD,
BUT A HEALER FOLIND

ME AND SAVED MY LIFE.

THE REASON WHY
I CAN'T FIGHT IS
BECAUSE WHENEVER
I FEEL PAIN, I..
I FREEZE BRIEFLY.

HEALING MAGIC
WORKS ON VERY

IT'S LIKE MY HEAD IS
GOINEG TO EXPLODE,

NEW WOLINDS, T CAN'T SEE AND
MINE WERE ONE CAN BARELY MOVE,
DAY OLD... 50... WELL...

IT WAS TOO LATE
TO COMPLETELY
HEAL ME.,

IT ONLY LASTS FOR A
FEW SECONDS, NOTHING ~ FORTUNATELY, THEY LET
MORE... 8UT IT'S A BI& MY PROBLEM oLl Ay
PROBLEM! T THOUGHT THey PIP NOT
WOLILD'VE CLASSIFIED Me ~ COMPROMISE
AS UNSUITABLE, AND SeNp MY NOSE, SO..
ME AWAY FROM THE
P |\ BATTLEFRONT, BACK TO HERE I AM.
I CLAN CHIKARA...

FLCk! YEAH, THANK THE GREAT OOKAMI/

AND... FORTUNATELY TRACKERS
DON'T HAVE TO FIGHT OFTEN,
S0 WS DK

)
/




WE'RE ALMOST
THERE,
AkARLS

YEAH, | CAN
SMELL IT.

WHERE SHOULD
WE START?

LET'S SEE THE PLACE
WHERE THE FIRE STARTED:
AKIO’S TENT.

T DIDN'T ASK
FOR IT, THE
" CAPTAIN OF THE
GUARDS IN THIS
SECTOR DIED IN
THE FIRE, AND
SOMEONE HAD L
TO REPLACE -
HER.

BECAUSE YOU HAVE NEW

C'MON, DON'T
BLAME ME/
I THINK IT WAS A
CASUAL CHOICE
BETWEEN ALL
THE GLARDS.

STOP FLAUNTING JUST
YOU'RE JUST

JEALOUS,
ARIMAS

ARMOR! YOU DION'T
DESERVE THIS
PROMOTION.

YEAH, AND BECAUSE OF
THAT, THEY PROMOTED
YOU — WHO CAME HERE

JUST 2 YEARS A0 —

WHILE I'VE BEEN A GUARD

FOR 10 YEARS...

N

S0RrRY, WHAT REALLY BOTHERS

OH, 8Y THE ME IS THE FACT THAT A 6UARD DIED,
GREAT AND NO ONE KNOWS WHAT
OOKAML..,

REALLY HAPPENED THAT NIGHT!

PEOPLE DIED, THERE WAS A
FIRE, THAT HUMAN CORPSE...

/

KNOWS ANYTHING!

WELL, NOW THAT I'M

THE CAPTAIN OF THE
GUARDS OF THIS SECTOR
I COULD START ASKING
5y SOME QUESTIONS.

AND NO ONE




LOOK AT THAT

THE aUuY
BEHIND HIM...
HE'S A SPY.
MAYBE THEY'RE
HERE TO
INVESTIGATE,
FINALLY.

I THOUGHT YOU

COULD SMELL IT! SCENT HERE, BUT

DON'T KNOW WHAT
ITIS.

AR
st

M&

OH, SHIT..

HOW cOuLD

YOU'RE RIGHT! i gl (o
WELL, AS LONG PeOBLEe
AS IT WON'T '
BE A PROBLEM...
ok!

THERE'S A STRONG

WOFF... FINE,
LET ME KNOW

IF MY CURIOSITY
WILL ENCUMBEP
OuUR MISSION:

I
MISS

HE CHANGED T
SUBJECT...

MAYBE HE'S NERVOUS.

A-ALRIGHT...
I MEAN, YES!

JUST REMEMBER, OUR

AKIO'S TRACK AND

WE'RE NOT ALLOWED
TO INVESTIGATE ABOUT...

I THOUGHT YOU SAID
IT WAS FINE IF T ASK
SOME QUESTIONS.

5UJ1, YOU'VE ALREADY

; DOWN THERE!
BEEN HERE, WHERE'S HIS TENT?

ION IS FOLLOWING
FINDING HIM.

YES, YESTERDAY.

HE

YOU ALRIGHT,
SIe” YOU SMELL...
NERVOUS.

LH? YES,
YES, I'M
FINE.




THEY ORDERED TO LEAVE
IT EXACTLY LIKE IT WAS
TO HELP THE TRACKERS..,
HM... TO HELP ME.

EXACTLY AS
| REMEMBERED IT...

HOwW DO
YOU KNOW?

IT'S THE STANDARD

PRACTICE. WOFF...

oK.

THE BRAZIER HAD BEEN Q \

OVERTURNED ON AKIO'S
TENT... THAT'S WHAT
CAUSED THE FIRE.

EVERYTHING HE
HAD WAS IN THIS
TENT... LOOKS
LIKE HE HAD
MANY BOOKS
AND A 8ED..,
HIS DIARY
WAS FOUND
IN THE MLID,



THERE ARE NO
SIENS OF
BURNING ON IT,

IT FELL IN THE
MUD HERE AND
HE LEFT (T...

THERE ARE
FIGHTING SIENS
ALL OVER THE

PLACE, AND
8LOOD, OF

COURSE..,

THAT LITTLE
8LOOD STAIN
HAS NOT AKIO'S
SMELL.

THE HUMAN
DIED HERE, THE
&ROUND
ABSORBED THE

8LO0D..,

THE FIRE BURNED

HIS TENT AND THE
ONE NEXT TO T/
THE GUARDS PUT
OUT THE FIRE

AFTER THAT...

>

UNFORTLINATELY
FOR THE WOLF WHO
WAS SLEEPING HERE. L

THEY REMOVED
THE B8ODY.

BONES... HE... NO,
SHE BLIRNED IN
HER BED. SHE N

DIDN'T WAKE LIP. S

HOW? SHE COULDN'T §
DIE BECAUSE OF THE
SMOKE, THE FIRE
8ROKE OUT VERY
QUICKLY. AND,,,

WHAT'S THIS WEIRD
SMELL ALL OVER
THIS PLACE?

THERE'S A
WEIRD SMELL
HERE,
SOMETHING..
AROMATIC!
CAN'T YOU
sEEL T2

NOT MUCH, WHEN |
CAME HERE THE
DAY AFTER THE

FIRE IT WAS

PRETTY STRONG!

COULD IT 8E AKIO

USED IT TO COVER

HIS SMELL?

HM... PROBABLY.

C'MON, FIND
HIS TRACKS!
I WANNA
KNOW WHERE
HE WENT/



FIGHTING SIENS ALL
¢ OVER THE PLACE..,
------ || FORTUNATELY, THEY
' DIDN'T CONTAMINATE
THE SCENE...

B8UT I CAN'T USE
JUST THESE FEW
SIeNS...

I NEED MORE .
INFORMATIONS.

.‘m a

AKIO'S BLOOD...

WOLF’S 8LOOD,

!
THE TRACK 1S5 WEAK! HiS

CAN'T YOU USE ITS SMELL
TO FOLLOW THE TRACKS?

GIVE ME A

MOMENT... Suee!

NOT MUCH.

8LOOD... FROM THE HUMAN
THEY FOLIND DEAD...

I WONDER IF...




THE NIGHT OF
MY... ACCIDENT,

HAH...
ALRIGHT...

YOU SAID THIS T CAN BARELY SMELL IT RIGHT
AROMATIC SMELL WASY  NOW, 8UT, YEAH! MAYBE SOME
5712;'?5%2”; gg" OF THE MEDIC'S HERBS WERE
MAYEE THAT'S WHY HERE IN A BARREL AND BURNED,
: HM... T HAVE NO IDEA! AREN'T
YOU THE SMART ONE?
EHEHE!

I WONDER IF IT'S
THE SAME SPY...
FROM THAT NIGHT...

Y/ wow! 50 you WHEN T CAME HERE THE
PEALLY ARE THE DAY AFTER THE FIRE,
THEY COULON'T EVEN
?5%;?5;5? FIND HIS TRACKS, AND
' ; YOU FOLIND THEM IN A
COUPLE OF MINUTES!
o = )

WE'RE NOT HERE
TO INVESTIGATE
THOUGH, T'M
SURE THE ONES
WHO OID IT
ALREADY KNOW
WHAT THIS 1S, #°

HM... RIGHT.

SOLDIERS! fig "W "~ kaeTAIN.

I'M CAPTAIN TAKESHI. SORRY, I COULD'VE
APPROACHED YOU SOONER, 8UT THEN T
SAW THAT YOU WERE ALREADY AT WORK.
ARE YOU HERE TO INVESTIGATE
ABOUT THE FIRE?




WELL...

=====

NOBODY HAS TOLD
ANYONE ANYTHING ABOUT
THAT NIGHT:

I CAN'T EVEN TELL MY
SOLDIERS WHAT HAPPENED,
THEY WANNA KNOW WHY
PEOPLE DIED,

THEY'LL BE
REMEMBERED,

p; (L

o £

,If,; i
SAN

OF COURSE, EVERYONE
KNEW HIM HERE.

OH...

A MISSION OF LEVEL

2/ T WONDER IF...
WELL... OF COURSE IT

HAS SOMETHING TO
DO WITH THE
DEAD HUMAN,

T'M AKARU, AND HE'S SUJL
I'M HERE AS TRACKER, SIR.
WE CAME TO FIND THE
WOLF WHO DISAPPEARED:
AKIO. THIS IS OUR WARRANT.

I'M SURE SOMEONE
ELSE IS INVESTIGATING
ALREADY,

W
b & T

THEY'LL 8E
REMEMBERED, YEAH,.,
8UT IT'S BEEN 13 DAYS

AND NOBODY HAS
MOVED A FINGER!
THEY JUST TOLO US TO
STAY AWAY FROM THAT
ZONE 'TIL. SOMEONE CAME..,

HE WAS...

WELL...
INCREDIBLE!

EVERYONE
LOVED HIM.

I CAN'T BELIEVE HE DID
WHAT HE DID... EVERYONE
IN THIS SECTOR IS
SHOCKED! 8UT I'M SURE
YOU'RE GOING TO

FIND HIM AND BRING HIM

TO JUSTICE FOR
THAT.

(re-

WHY WE'RE

THAT'S

HERE.



YOU SAID NOBODY
CAME TO
INVESTIGATE:

YOU ARE THEY WERE HERE THAT
THE FIRST NIEHT, TOOK THE BODIES
AWAY, AND SAID TO WAIT

BECALUSE SOMEONE
WOULD COME...

"TIL THEN THE AREA
IN FRONT OF AKIO'S
TENT WAS OFF LIMITS.

IT WAS AN ORDER
FROM A 5PY, SO...

il
E ]
]
5
o
g
¥
i
-
Fi
i

WELL, THANKS FOR
YOLUR TIME,
CAPTAIN TAKESHI.

ALSO, HE AND AKIO WERE
RECRUITS IN THE SAME
TROOP, SO IF YOU NEED
TO KNOW SOMETHING,
I'M SURE HE WILL
ANSWER TO A SPY:

I'M SURE THEY'LL
SEND SOMEONE
ELSE SOON,
CAPTAIN,

..SHURUIL THE SANITARILM IS LNDER THE
YES, OH! IF YOU WANT TO i IDGE, FOLLOW THE ROAD TO THE NORTH.
TALK WITH SOMEONE WHO THEIGM?-D'I " THE SPIES CARRIED THE HUMAN BODY

* ATHERE THAT NIGHT, BUT THEY TOLD SHURLI

KNEW AKIO VERY WELL,
TALK TO THE MEDIC OF TO NOT TELL ANYONE AROUT IT.

THIS SECTOR.

AH, AS WE SAID... WE'RE
NOT HERE TO INVESTIGATE. €000 LUCK.

+UNFORTUNATELY,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR




HEY, AKARL! WHAT'S

WRONE?P YOU LOOK
WORRIED ABOUT

SOMETHING.

I LEAVE YOU TO THANKS, CAPTAIN!

YOUR WORK/

NOTHING,
JUST...

THIS ENTIRE SITUATION...
IT'S WEIRD, ISN'T IT?

THERE'S SOMETHING WE
DON'T KNOW, SOMETHING
WE'RE NOT ALLOWED TO KNOW...

HM, INDEED... | DON'T KNOW ALL WIT'S A MISSION
THE DETAILS 2UT... LOOKS LIKE OF LEVEL 2, AFTER ALLS
AKIO WAS IN 8I& TROUBLE!

THEN WHY ARE YOU
50 CURIOUS?

MAYBE IT'S CLASSIFIED
AND YOU DON'T HAVE
THE PERMISSION
TO KNOW,

AS ALWAYS...
IT'S ESPIONAGE, AFTERALL.
I'M HABITUATED TO THIS...

\

HEH... SO, HAVE YOU
FOUND AKIO'S TRACK?

YES... YES, | DID.

HM... THE REASON WHY NOBODY HE WENT SOUTH!

HAS BEEN SEEN INVESTIGATING
IS BECAUSE THIS IS A MISSION
OF LEVEL 2 FOR THEM TOO,
I SUPPOSE! THEY PROBABLY
DID IT WITHOUT LETTING
ANYBODY KNOW...




HAH! YOU'RE

THE BEST, YES, WE SHOULD
AKARU! LET'S
FIND THAT .| NEED TO
BASTARD! KNOW
; SOMETHING,
BEFORE.

e AT S P W g

T HAVE TO TALK
WITH SHURUI, THE
MEDIC.

HE WAS AKIO'S
FRIEND, ALSO,
HE SAW THE
HUMAN CORPSE!

AR

MAYBE THERE'S
SOMETHING |
CAN SMELL
THERE THAT :
WILL HELP ME
LUNDERSTAND!

AH...
LINDERSTAND
SOMETHING

ABOUT THE
HUMAN...
NOT AKIO'S
DIRECTION.

HELP... BUT...P
| THOUGHT YOU
ALREADY KNEW
WHERE THAT
TRAITOR
WENT.

AKARU, WE'RE NOT
HERE TO INVESTIGATE!

OUR MISSION IS ONLY
FOLLOWING HIS TRACKS,
FINDING HIM, AND
BRINGING HIM BACK

ALIVE TO THE
SPYMASTER,
I'M PRETTY SURE
SOMEBODY IS ALREADY
INVESTIGATING ABOUT
THIS, AS YOU SAID!

WHAT?

| KNOW 8UT... IT'S
IMPORTANT! | NEED
TO KNOW SOMETHINE.



YOU STILL HAVE
TAKESHI SAID TO TELL ME WHY

THAT THE MEDIC'S YOU WANT TO

~ SANITARILM IS TPLE TQ Hll.
Tl NOER THE PIDGE WE ALREADY KNOW
P g WHERE AKIO WENT/
S 18 MUST BE THAT

ONE.

THEN WHY ARE WE STILL
AND OLIR MISSION 1S NOT ’ | TOLD YOU

HERE? SOMERODY'S
INVESTIGATING, BUT FOLLOWING
AKIO'S TRACK AND BRINGING HIM ALREADY wvesnfem'we
BACK SAFE AND SOLIND. THIS CASE!
T KNOW THAT, SIR... T MEAN, SUJI.

IT'S IMPORTANT.

d

.
. Meaied

FOR YOU OR
FOR THIS
MISSION?

IT'LL REQUIRE OUGT A

IT'S.. SOMETHING T NEED MINUTE! T PROMISE... IT'S...
TO KNOW... MAYBE IT'S
JUST A COINCIDENCE,

BUT... YEAH... IT'S ;
IMPORTANT FOR ME! OK,THEN! ENOLIGH/

T'M NOT TAKING
ANOTHER STEP
‘TIL YOU TELL ME
EXACTLY WHAT'S
EO0ING ON!




WE'RE ON A MISSION
OF LEVEL 2, WE
ALREADY KNOW WHERE
AKIO WENT, HE CAN
ESCAPE IF WE DON'T
CATCH HIM/ AND YOU
WANNA STOP AND ASK
A MEDIC... HM...

THEY TOLD ME
YOU'RE THE BEST
TRACKER IN THE

WHOLE 2ATTLEFRONT
BUT... TO BE
HONEST... | THINK
YOUR AgILITY TO
EXECUTE ORPERS
LEAVES MUCH
TO 8E
DESIRED!

WHAT
EXACTLY? SOMETHING
THAT'S NOT EVEN
RELATED TO OUR
MISSION,

N

SORRY, SR,
YOLI'RE RIGHT,
8uT...

[ KNOW I'M WITH YOU

JUST AS AN ESCORT . .IT COULD BE

LET'S SAY THAT 8UT... HOW?
IN CASE WE'LL HAVE TO THIS THING... RELATED TO THIS W
FIGHT BUT... AT LEAST MISSION... THE...

HUMAN THEY FOLIND,
THE ONE WITH THE
TATTOOS.
GOLDEN TATTOOS...

.
g - v ", %
£ "
£3 . ¥ %

L% g

LET ME KNOW/

[
4
{

Y

AH... YOU KNOW
ABOUT THE
TRAUMAS

IT
FREEZES ME
WHENEVER |
FEEL PAIN...

YES? YOU TOLD
ME BEFORE.

SAH L TKNOW
YOU WON'T
BELIEVE ME.

BUT... I'M SURE
SOMEONE
PUSHED ME DOWN.
I KNOW IT... |
REMEMBER, THE
MOMENT BEFORE

| TOLD YOU | WAS
ON THE WALLS OF
THE ALPHA MALE'S

CAﬂé—geﬁggN - | FELL...
WHEN | FELL... [ SAW...
8UT T'M SURE IT
WHO? THE WAS NOT A
Spy? DREAM OR A
HALLLICINATION!
THE ENEMY SPIES
WHO WERE THERE
.. NO ... 8UT THAT DAY, I'M NOT
.. T SAW ...THE THE ONLY ONE
FOOTPRINTS THAT WHO SAW THEM!

APPROACHED ME,
AND THEN ...IT PUSHED
ME DOWN AND .. . WOFF

..THE MEDIC SAID IT
COLLD'VE BEEN A FAKE

MEMORY CAUSED BY ‘
THE TRALIMA... 4

T INVESTIGATED, AND
OTHER WOLVES SAW
THEM TOO! HUMANS,
COVERED IN &OLDEN
TATTOOS.



...I HAVE TO BE
SLURE ABOUT IT,
IT's OK IF YOU
WON'T BELIEVE ME
ABOUT THE FACT
THAT THE SPY
WAS INVISIBLE,
8UT BELIEVE ME
WHEN I TELL YOU
THAT IT COULD
B8E THE SAME
ONE.

IS THAT WHAT YOU'RE
TRYING TO SAY? PO YOU
THINK IT COULD BE THE
SAME INVISIBLE PERSON WHO
PUSHED YOU DOWN FROM
THE WALLS 2 YEARS AGOP
MEGALOS NOW HAS MAGIC
SPIESP WHAT
DO YOU THINK SHE WAS
DOING HERE THAT
NIGHT? YOU...

REALLY? AN
INVISIBLE PERSON?

WOFF...PLEASE, DON'T
LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT...

AFTER THAT
MISSION I TRIED
TO INVESTIGATE
BUT THEY DION'T
' LET ME DO IT.
THEY SAID T WAS
EMOTIONALLY
INVESTED BECAUSE...
AH, NEVERMIND, I...

SORRY, AKARU,
BUT...

AH, GREAT
/ ! TIME IF THAT WILL MAKE

?H%";i‘é“&“ci'é'oﬁ?“ CLINGS. YOU FOCUIS MORE THANK YOU.

THE HLUMAN CORPSE, PEMEMBER ON THIS MISSION,

MAYBE IT'S THE THAT! GET RID OF THIS

SAME SPY YOU WEIGHT!

WERE FOLLOWING
THAT DAY.

I'LL WAIT
OuTsIoe
THE
TENT...

PUT THAT DAMN
THING? I'M SLIRE
IT WAS HERE!

£ J Ad, THERE
=  You e/

¥

;,.. ,é_’

HEY! IS
ANYONE
HERE?

MEDIC?




IT'M AkaeU. T'M HERE
TO FIND THE WOLF
WHO DISAPPEARED

AFTER THE FIRE, AKIO.

THEY TOLD ME YOU
KNEW HIM... THIS IS
OUR WARRANT.

MY ASSOCIATE WILL WAIT
OUTSIDE. T WANTED TO ASK
SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE FIRE... THE HUMAN IN
PARTICLILAR.

AH... WELL... T THOUGHT

YOU SPIES ALREADY K...

KNEW MORE THAN ME
ABOUT T-T-THAT SPY,
SINCE YOU CARRIED
HER AWAY BEFORE T
COULD ANALYZE
THE 800DY.

W-W-WELL, I'D AH, T S,,, I STUTTER WHEN
L-LIKE TO KNOW I'M LINDER S-S-STRESS...
5-5...50METHING I'M 5-50RRY, IT'S BECAUSE
M-M-MORE A-A20UT T'M IN A HURRY.
THAT sPY T-T... I HAVE TO MEET A
TOO! MERCHANT AND I'M LATE.
sorRY! ;

OH, SURE, |
JUST NEED TO
ASK YOU SOME
QUESTIONS..,

AH... WHERE
oo | PUT
THE COINS?

I KNOW HE
WAS INVOLVED
IN SOMETHING
..SHADY,

| HEARD
You
WERE

FRIENDS!

o &
S NN
ARORITND Y

i
e

s

T JUST NEED A

MINUTE OF YOUR TIME.




HM... NOON. AH, W-WHAT DID YOU MEAN

I JUST NEED A BEFORE?P WITH "SOMETHING
MINLITE, PLEASE. SHADY"?

v, ! ¥ AN

VYR
L4

|
A k)

AS | SAID,

[ NEED TO
KNOW

SOMETHING.

!.

{,J/

TOLO YOU,
[ KNOW
NOTHING AROUT
THAT HUMAN, I
WISH | COULD
HELP, 8UT...

YOu
SAW IT,
RIGHT?

THEY GAVE YOU
ORDERS, I
LINDERSTAND...

THERE'S A STRANGE
SMELL IN THE ENTIRE
SECTOR, ESPECIALLY
NEAR AKIO'S TENT.

THEY TOLD ME
IT WAS PRETTY
STRONG THE
DAY AFTER

THE FIRE.

THE CORPSE.

N

DARK
STARDUST.

~_

7

AH... T SHOULON'T
TALK ABOUT IT.

A SLEEPING DRUS.

.__\l « -

SOME PEOPLE
USE IT TO HELP
SLEEP. ITS SMELL
HAS BEEN VERY
STRONEG SINCE
THAT NIGHT.

DO YOou
KNOW

I DON'T. T HAVE SOME DOSES HERE
TO IVE TO THE SOLDIERS, B8UT T
DON'T KNOW WHY THERE WAS SO

MUCH AROUND THIS SECTOR...

... BUT I'VE GIVEN
IT TO PLENTY OF
SOLDIERS SINCE THE
GREAT BATTLE, INCLUDING
THE CAPTAIN OF THE
GUARDS OF THIS SECTOR,
WHO WAS SLEEPING
IN THE TENT NEXT
TO AKIO'S...
SHE'LL BE
REMEMBERED.

SHE'LL BE
REMEMBERED.

LOOK, | REALLY AM IN A

HURRY! | HAVE TO MEET THIS

MERCHANT AT NOON AND
| NEED SOME HERBS: SO,
IF YOU'VE ANOTHER
QUESTION...




T WANT TO V-YES. WHEN THE BUARDS

EggﬁT A;\-(QEE BROLGHT THE
HUMAN/ BODIES HERE, T

HAD TO TAKE CARE
OF A WOLF WITH
SERIOUS BLIRNS.

THEY T REALLY HAD NO
DRAGGED TIME FOR THE £
THE CORPSE HUMAN'S... :
HERE, YOU
SAW IT/

WOFF... T
KNOW, T
KNOW, JUST...
TELL ME WHAT
YOU KNOW.

WHERE WAS
THE 80DY?

SHE WAS NAKED, AND...
COVERED IN BLACK
TATTOOS ALL OVER HER
20DY. BEFORE I COULD
EVEN APPROACH HER
CORPSE, SOME SPIES
CAME TO TAKE IT
AWAY...

THE SAME NIGHT, T
ASKED THE GUARDS
ABOUT IT, AND THEY
SAID THE SPIES
ORDERED US TO STAY
AWAY FROM THAT ZONE.

T-THAT COT...
LAST ONE
DOWN THERE. e

O R

CLEANED
IT ALL
THE NEXT
DAY.

OESN'T
MATTER,
DON'T

wORRY.

| NEVER
FORGET A
SMELL.

THIS 1& NOT
THE SAME.

Ok, sTOP
LYING TO ME.




5-50eRY, I..

T AM THE BEST
TRACKER OF
THIS ARMY...

T CAN SMELL
WHEN SOMEONE
LIES BETTER
THAN ANYONE,
AND YOU'RE NOT

EVEN A 600D
LIAR, MEDIC.

YOU ARE STUTTERING AGAIN,
ARE YOU UNDER STRESS?

-

WHAT HAVE YOU WHAT ARE YOU TRYING
LIED ABOUT? TO HIDEP

WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT THIS?

WHAT MORE DO YOU
KNOW ABOUT THAT HUMAN?




DO YOou
KNOW
WHERE
AKIO WENT?

R-R-REALLY,
I HAVE TO &0O.

5-5-5-5...
sOoRrRY!

THIS MERCHANT
WILL.. . WILL...WILL
NOT WAIT F-FOR
ME. EHEH!

IT'M SURE
HE WILL, IF A
SUPERIOR
ORDERS HIM TO.

R-REALLY, T KNOW
N-N-NOTHING, SIR!
YOUR SPIES ALREADY
INTERROGATED ME

THE DAY AFTER THE
FIRE LIKE YOU ARE
NOW, AND EVERYONE

ELSE, AS WELL!

NO ONE KNOWS

ANYTHING AROULT THIS.




AH, NOT EVERYONE
APPRECIATES MY WARPAINT.

HELLO,
CHLINKY!

AND... THE
HUMAN
spy?

FOLIND WHAT
YOU WERE
LOOKING FOR?

NOT THE
SAME SMELL...

I SNIFFED IT FOR
DAYS LAST YEAR,
I NEVER FORGET A
SMELL... IT WAS
NOT THE SAME!

SORRY TO HEAR THAT/ AT LEAST NOW
WE CAN 6O

BACK TO WORK/




T'M SURE THERE'S
ALL RIGHT/! MORE BEHIND
THIS STORY.

THE MEDIC
KNOWS
SOMETHING...

>/

MAYBE THE SPIES
WHO TOOK THE
BODY TOLD HIM

TO SAY NOTHING
ABOUT THIS

STORY.

THEY PROBABLY DID, YEAH... AND
I CAN LINDERSTAND, IF A SPY FROM
MEGALOS WAS HERE, THEY ARE
SURELY INVESTIGATING.

w3
JUST..,

g f =
7 ST

Ty

o spn,

AR A

- bt

T WISH I
60T MORE
ANSWERS
FROM THAT
MEDIC.

N\

I DON'T KNOW, AKARUI...
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WHEN YOU SAID
YOU WANTED TO
INVESTIGATE, 1
REPLIED SAYING
THAT IT WAS OK,
- AS LONG AS IT
WAS NOT A
PROBLEM FOR
THIS MISSION.

WOFF... T
KNOW, suJlf
BUT IT WAS
JUST A FEW

MINUTES.



FOLLOWING AKIO'S TRACK,
FINDING HIM, BRINGING HIM
BACK HERE! THAT'S ALL WE
HAVE TO DO. THIS...
HM... INVESTIGATING,
SNOOPING AROLIND..,
WE DON'T HAVE THE
PERMISSION FOR THAT.

T'M AN AKUMA, AND
OouR DUTY IS ALSO TO
MAKE SURE THAT
EVERYONE IN THE 5
CLANS RESPECTS THE
RULES AND THE LAWS,

S0..HEH, THIS SITUATION
MAKES ME FEEL A BIT
NERVOUS, TO BE HONEST/

I'M NOT REALLY AT EASE
DOINEG THIS KIND OF STUFF...
S0... O-DON'T INVOLVE ME
IF YOU WANNA SNOOP!
ok?
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HAH/
HEY!

C'MERE/!

ANWUMP

= )

THE PRIVILEGES OF BEING
A WOLF OF MY RANK/

..FALCONRY?
LIKE HUMANS?

| MISSED YOU V
50 MUCH, CUTIE!

SHE'S YAJIRUSHI!
MY SYLVAN
DRACONID!

SHE'S BEAUTIFLL!

DOES EVERY AKUMA HAVE
ONE OF THESE?




WE DON'T RELY ON
NORMAL DOVECOTES
AND MESSENGERS
LIKE ANY OTHER

SOLDIER, YES!




YES, HE WAS
DEFINITELY HERE.

WE BETTER
GET GOING!
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